
on the terminus of student life
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We live as a dead civilization. We can no longer imagine the good life except as a series of spectacles 

preselected for our bemusement: a shimmering menu of illusions. Both the full-fi lled life and our own 

imaginations have been systematically replaced by a set of images more lavish and inhumane than anything 

we ourselves would conceive, and equally beyond reach. No one believes in such outcomes any more.

The truth of life after the university is mean and petty competition for resources with our friends and 

strangers: the hustle for a lower-management position that will last (with luck) for a couple years rifted 

with anxiety, fear, and increasing exploitation — until the fi rm crumbles and we mutter about “plan B.” But 

this is an exact description of university life today; that mean and petty life has already arrived.

Just to survive, we are compelled to adopt various attitudes toward this fi ssure between bankrupt promises 

and the actuality on offer. Some take a naïve romantic stance toward education for its own sake, telling 

themselves they expect nothing further. Some proceed with iron cynicism and scorn, racing through the 

ludicrous charade toward the last wad of cash in the airless vault of the future. And some remain committed 

to the antique faith that their ascendingly hard labor will surely be rewarded some day if they just act as 

one who believes, just show up, take on more degrees and more debt, work harder.

Time, the actual material of our being, disappears: the hours of our daily life. The future is seized from us 

in advance, given over to the servicing of debt and to beggaring our neighbors. Maybe we will earn the rent 

on our boredom, more likely not. There will be no 77 virgins, not even a plasma monitor on which to watch 

the death throes of the United States as a global power. Capitalism has fi nally become a true religion, 

wherein the riches of heaven are everywhere promised and nowhere delivered. The only difference is that 

every manner of crassness and cruelty is actively encouraged in the unending meantime. We live as a dead 

civilization, the last residents of Pompeii. 
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Against 
Pompeii

Romantic naïvete, iron cynicism, scorn, commitment. The university and the life it reproduces have 

depended on these things. They have counted on our human capacities to endure, and to prop up that 

world’s catastrophic failure for just a few more years. But why not hasten its collapse? The university 

has rotted itself from the inside: the “human capital” of staff, teachers, and students would now no more 

defend it than they would defend a city of the dead.

Romantic naïvete, iron cynicism, scorn, commitment: these need not be abandoned. The university forced 

us to learn them as tools; they will return as weapons. The university that makes us mute and dull 

instruments of its own reproduction must be destroyed so that we can produce our own lives. Romantic 

naïvete about possibilities; iron cynicism about methods; scorn for the university’s humiliating lies about 

its situation and its good intentions; commitment to absolute transformation — not of the university, but 

of our own lives. This is the beginning of imagination’s return. We must begin to move again, release 

ourselves from frozen history, from the igneous frieze of this buried life. 

We must live our own time, our own possibilities. These are the only true justifi cations for the university’s 

existence, though it has never fulfi lled them. On its side: bureaucracy, inertia, incompetence. On our side: 

everything else.
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?—
d
ra

w
in

g
 h

ea
rt

s 

in
 c

ap
p
u
cc

in
o
 f
o
am

 o
r 

p
lu

g
g
in

g
 n

am
es

 a
n
d
 n

u
m

b
er

s 
in

to
 d

at
ab

as
es

. 
T
h
e 

g
le

am
in

g
 t

ec
h
n
o
-f

u
tu

re
 o

f 
A
m

er
ic

an
 c

ap
it
al

is
m

 w
as

 l
o
n
g
 a

g
o
 p

ac
ke

d
 u

p
 

an
d
 s

o
ld

 t
o
 C

h
in

a 
fo

r 
a 

fe
w

 m
o
re

 y
ea

rs
 o

f 
b
o
rr

o
w

ed
 j

u
n
k.

  
A
 u

n
iv

er
si

ty
 

d
ip

lo
m

a 
is

 n
o
w

 w
o
rt

h
 n

o
 m

o
re

 t
h
an

 a
 s

h
ar

e 
in

 G
en

er
al

 M
o
to

rs
. 

W
e 

w
o
rk

 a
n
d
 w

e 
b
o
rr

o
w

 i
n
 o

rd
er

 t
o
 w

o
rk

 a
n
d
 t

o
 b

o
rr

o
w

. 
 A

n
d
 t

h
e 

jo
b
s 

w
e 

w
o
rk

 t
o
w

ar
d
 a

re
 t

h
e 

jo
b
s 

w
e 

al
re

ad
y 

h
av

e.
  

C
lo

se
 t

o
 t

h
re

e 
q
u
ar

te
rs

 

1
9

o
r 

to
 e

le
ct

 t
h
o
se

 w
h
o
 w

ill
 s

cr
ew

 u
s 

o
ve

r?
  

W
e 

m
u
st

 l
ea

ve
 b

eh
in

d
 t

h
e 

cu
lt
u
re

 o
f 

st
u
d
en

t 
ac

ti
vi

sm
, 

w
it
h
 i
ts

 m
o
ra

lis
ti
c 

m
an

tr
as

 o
f 

n
o
n
-v

io
le

n
ce

 

an
d
 i

ts
 fi

 x
at

io
n
 o

n
 s

in
g
le

-i
ss

u
e 

ca
u
se

s.
  

T
h
e 

o
n
ly

 s
u
cc

es
s 

w
it
h
 w

h
ic

h
 

w
e 

ca
n
 b

e 
co

n
te

n
t 

is
 t

h
e 

ab
o
lit

io
n
 o

f 
th

e 
ca

p
it
al

is
t 

m
o
d
e 

o
f 

p
ro

d
u
ct

io
n
 

an
d
 t

h
e 

ce
rt

ai
n
 i
m

m
is

er
at

io
n
 a

n
d
 d

ea
th

 w
h
ic

h
 i
t 

p
ro

m
is

es
 f

o
r 

th
e 

2
1
st

 

ce
n
tu

ry
. 

 A
ll 

o
f 

o
u
r 

ac
ti
o
n
s 

m
u
st

 p
u
sh

 u
s 

to
w

ar
d
s 

co
m

m
u
n
iz

at
io

n
; 

th
at

 

is
, 

th
e 

re
o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
 o

f 
so

ci
et

y 
ac

co
rd

in
g
 t

o
 a

 l
o
g
ic

 o
f 

fr
ee

 g
iv

in
g
 a

n
d
 

re
ce

iv
in

g
, 

an
d
 t

h
e 

im
m

ed
ia

te
 a

b
o
lit

io
n
 o

f 
th

e 
w

ag
e,

 t
h
e 

va
lu

e-
fo

rm
, 

co
m

p
u
ls

o
ry

 l
ab

o
r,

 a
n
d
 e

xc
h
an

g
e.

  
 

O
cc

u
p
at

io
n
 w

ill
 b

e 
a 

cr
it
ic

al
 t

ac
ti
c 

in
 o

u
r 

st
ru

g
g
le

, 
b
u
t 

w
e 

m
u
st

 r
es

is
t 

th
e 

te
n
d
en

cy
 t

o
 u

se
 i
t 

in
 a

 r
ef

o
rm

is
t 

w
ay

. 
 T

h
e 

d
if
fe

re
n
t 

st
ra

te
g
ic

 u
se

s 

o
f 

o
cc

u
p
at

io
n
 b

ec
am

e 
cl

ea
r 

th
is

 p
as

t 
Ja

n
u
ar

y 
w

h
en

 s
tu

d
en

ts
 o

cc
u
p
ie

d
 

a 
b
u
ild

in
g
 a

t 
th

e 
N

ew
 S

ch
o
o
l 
in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

. 
 A

 g
ro

u
p
 o

f 
fr

ie
n
d
s,

 m
o
st

ly
 

g
ra

d
u
at

e 
st

u
d
en

ts
, 
d
ec

id
ed

 t
o
 t

ak
e 

o
ve

r 
th

e 
S
tu

d
en

t 
C
en

te
r 

an
d
 c

la
im

 it
 

as
 a

 l
ib

er
at

ed
 s

p
ac

e 
fo

r 
st

u
d
en

ts
 a

n
d
 t

h
e 

p
u
b
lic

. 
 S

o
o
n
 o

th
er

s 
jo

in
ed

 i
n
, 

b
u
t 
m

an
y 

o
f 
th

em
 p

re
fe

rr
ed

 t
o
 u

se
 t
h
e 

ac
ti
o
n
 a

s 
le

ve
ra

g
e 

to
 w

in
 r
ef

o
rm

s,
 

in
 p

ar
ti
cu

la
r 

to
 o

u
st

 t
h
e 

sc
h
o
o
l’s

 p
re

si
d
en

t.
  

T
h
es

e 
d
if
fe

re
n
ce

s 
ca

m
e 

to
 

a 
h
ea

d
 a

s 
th

e 
o
cc

u
p
at

io
n
 u

n
fo

ld
ed

. 
 W

h
ile

 t
h
e 

st
u
d
en

t 
re

fo
rm

er
s 

w
er

e 

fo
cu

se
d
 o

n
 l

ea
vi

n
g
 t

h
e 

b
u
ild

in
g
 w

it
h
 a

 t
an

g
ib

le
 c

o
n
ce

ss
io

n
 f

ro
m

 t
h
e 

ad
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n
, 

o
th

er
s 

sh
u
n
n
ed

 d
em

an
d
s 

en
ti
re

ly
. 

 T
h
ey

 s
aw

 t
h
e 

p
o
in

t 

o
f 

o
cc

u
p
at

io
n
 a

s 
th

e 
cr

ea
ti
o
n
 o

f 
a 

m
o
m

en
ta

ry
 o

p
en

in
g
 i
n
 c

ap
it
al

is
t 

ti
m

e 

an
d
 s

p
ac

e,
 a

 r
ea

rr
an

g
em

en
t 
th

at
 s

ke
tc

h
ed

 t
h
e 

co
n
to

u
rs

 o
f 
a 

n
ew

 s
o
ci

et
y.

  

W
e 

si
d
e 

w
it
h
 t
h
is

 a
n
ti
-r

ef
o
rm

is
t 
p
o
si

ti
o
n
.  

W
h
ile

 w
e 

kn
o
w

 t
h
es

e 
fr

ee
 z

o
n
es

 

w
ill

 b
e 

p
ar

ti
al

 a
n
d
 t

ra
n
si

to
ry

, 
th

e 
te

n
si

o
n
s 

th
ey

 e
xp

o
se

 b
et

w
ee

n
 t

h
e 

re
al

 

an
d
 t

h
e 

p
o
ss

ib
le

 c
an

 p
u
sh

 t
h
e 

st
ru

g
g
le

 i
n
 a

 m
o
re

 r
ad

ic
al

 d
ir
ec

ti
o
n
. 

W
e 

in
te

n
d
 t

o
 e

m
p
lo

y 
th

is
 t

ac
ti
c 

u
n
ti
l 
it
 b

ec
o
m

es
 g

en
er

al
iz

ed
. 

 I
n
 2

0
0
1
 

th
e 

fi 
rs

t 
A
rg

en
ti
n
e 

p
iq

u
et

er
o
s 

su
g
g
es

te
d
 t

h
e 

fo
rm

 t
h
e 

p
eo

p
le

’s
 s

tr
u
g
g
le

 

th
er

e 
sh

o
u
ld

 t
ak

e:
 r

o
ad

 b
lo

ck
ad

es
 w

h
ic

h
 b

ro
u
g
h
t 
to

 a
 h

al
t 
th

e 
ci

rc
u
la

ti
o
n
 



1
8

sp
ec

ifi 
c 

g
o
ve

rn
m

en
t 

p
o
lic

ie
s,

 i
n
 g

en
er

al
 t

h
ey

 a
sk

ed
 f

o
r 

n
o
th

in
g
 a

t 
al

l 

fr
o
m

 t
h
e 

g
o
ve

rn
m

en
t,

 t
h
e 

u
n
iv

er
si

ty
, 
th

e 
w

o
rk

p
la

ce
s,

 o
r 

th
e 

p
o
lic

e.
   

N
o
t 

b
ec

au
se

 t
h
ey

 c
o
n
si

d
er

ed
 t
h
is

 a
 b

et
te

r 
st

ra
te

g
y,

 b
u
t 
b
ec

au
se

 t
h
ey

 w
an

te
d
 

n
o
th

in
g
 t

h
at

 a
n
y 

o
f 
th

es
e 

in
st

it
u
ti
o
n
s 

co
u
ld

 o
ff
er

. 
  
H

er
e 

co
n
te

n
t 

al
ig

n
ed

 

w
it
h
 f

o
rm

; 
w

h
er

ea
s 

th
e 

o
p
ti
m

is
ti
c 

sl
o
g
an

s 
th

at
 a

p
p
ea

re
d
 e

ve
ry

w
h
er

e 

in
 F

re
n
ch

 d
em

o
n
st

ra
ti
o
n
s 

ja
rr

ed
 w

it
h
 t

h
e 

im
ag

es
 o

f 
b
u
rn

in
g
 c

ar
s 

an
d
 

b
ro

ke
n
 g

la
ss

, 
in

 G
re

ec
e 

th
e 

ri
o
ti
n
g
 w

as
 t

h
e 

o
b
vi

o
u
s 

m
ea

n
s 

to
 b

eg
in

 t
o
 

en
ac

t 
th

e 
d
es

tr
u
ct

io
n
 o

f 
an

 e
n
ti
re

 p
o
lit

ic
al

 a
n
d
 e

co
n
o
m

ic
 s

ys
te

m
.

U
lt
im

at
el

y 
th

e 
d
yn

am
ic

s 
th

at
 
cr

ea
te

d
 
th

e 
u
p
ri
si

n
g
 
al

so
 
es

ta
b
lis

h
ed

 

it
s 

lim
it
. 

 I
t 

w
as

 m
ad

e 
p
o
ss

ib
le

 b
y 

th
e 

ex
is

te
n
ce

 o
f 

a 
si

ze
ab

le
 r

ad
ic

al
 

in
fr

as
tr

u
ct

u
re

 i
n
 u

rb
an

 a
re

as
, 

in
 p

ar
ti
cu

la
r 

th
e 

E
xa

rc
h
ia

 n
ei

g
h
b
o
rh

o
o
d
 

in
 A

th
en

s.
  

T
h
e 

sq
u
at

s,
 b

ar
s,

 c
af

es
, 

an
d
 s

o
ci

al
 c

en
te

rs
, 

fr
eq

u
en

te
d
 b

y 

st
u
d
en

ts
 a

n
d
 i

m
m

ig
ra

n
t 

yo
u
th

, 
cr

ea
te

d
 t

h
e 

m
ili

eu
 o

u
t 

o
f 

w
h
ic

h
 t

h
e 

u
p
ri
si

n
g
 e

m
er

g
ed

. 
 H

o
w

ev
er

, 
th

is
 m

ili
eu

 w
as

 a
lie

n
 t

o
 m

o
st

 m
id

d
le

-

ag
ed

 w
ag

e 
w

o
rk

er
s,

 w
h
o
 d

id
 n

o
t 

se
e 

th
e 

st
ru

g
g
le

 a
s 

th
ei

r 
o
w

n
. 
 T

h
o
u
g
h
 

m
an

y 
ex

p
re

ss
ed

 s
o
lid

ar
it
y 

w
it
h
 t

h
e 

ri
o
ti
n
g
 y

o
u
th

, 
th

ey
 p

er
ce

iv
ed

 i
t 

as
 

a 
m

o
ve

m
en

t 
o
f 

en
tr

an
ts

 -
 t

h
at

 i
s,

 o
f 

th
at

 p
o
rt

io
n
 o

f 
th

e 
p
ro

le
ta

ri
at

 t
h
at

 

so
u
g
h
t 

en
tr

an
ce

 t
o
 t

h
e 

la
b
o
r 

m
ar

ke
t 

b
u
t 

w
as

 n
o
t 

fo
rm

al
ly

 e
m

p
lo

ye
d
 i
n
 

fu
ll-

ti
m

e 
jo

b
s.

  
T
h
e 

u
p
ri
si

n
g
, 

st
ro

n
g
 i

n
 t

h
e 

sc
h
o
o
ls

 a
n
d
 t

h
e 

im
m

ig
ra

n
t 

su
b
u
rb

s,
 d

id
 n

o
t 

sp
re

ad
 t

o
 t

h
e 

w
o
rk

p
la

ce
s.

 

O
u
r 

ta
sk

 i
n
 t

h
e 

cu
rr

en
t 

st
ru

g
g
le

 w
ill

 b
e 

to
 m

ak
e 

cl
ea

r 
th

e 
co

n
tr

ad
ic

ti
o
n
 

b
et

w
ee

n
 

fo
rm

 
an

d
 

co
n
te

n
t 

an
d
 

to
 

cr
ea

te
 

th
e 

co
n
d
it
io

n
s 

fo
r 

th
e 

tr
an

sc
en

d
en

ce
 o

f 
re

fo
rm

is
t 

d
em

an
d
s 

an
d
 t

h
e 

im
p
le

m
en

ta
ti
o
n
 o

f 
a 

tr
u
ly

 

co
m

m
u
n
is

t 
co

n
te

n
t.

  
A
s 

th
e 

u
n
io

n
s 

an
d
 s

tu
d
en

t 
an

d
 f
ac

u
lt
y 

g
ro

u
p
s 

p
u
sh

 

th
ei

r 
va

ri
o
u
s 

“i
ss

u
es

,”
 w

e 
m

u
st

 i
n
cr

ea
se

 t
h
e 

te
n
si

o
n
 u

n
ti
l 

it
 i

s 
cl

ea
r 

th
at

 w
e 

w
an

t 
so

m
et

h
in

g
 e

ls
e 

en
ti
re

ly
. 

 W
e 

m
u
st

 c
o
n
st

an
tl
y 

ex
p
o
se

 

th
e 

in
co

h
er

en
ce

 
o
f 

d
em

an
d
s 

fo
r 

d
em

o
cr

at
iz

at
io

n
 
an

d
 
tr

an
sp

ar
en

cy
.  

W
h
at

 g
o
o
d
 i

s 
it
 t

o
 h

av
e 

th
e 

ri
g
h
t 

to
 s

ee
 h

o
w

 i
n
to

le
ra

b
le

 t
h
in

g
s 

ar
e,

 

3

o
f 

st
u
d
en

ts
 w

o
rk

 w
h
ile

 i
n
 s

ch
o
o
l,
 m

an
y 

fu
ll-

ti
m

e;
 f

o
r 

m
o
st

, 
th

e 
le

ve
l 

o
f 

em
p
lo

ym
en

t 
w

e 
o
b
ta

in
 w

h
ile

 s
tu

d
en

ts
 i
s 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
th

at
 a

w
ai

ts
 a

ft
er

 

g
ra

d
u
at

io
n
. 

 M
ea

n
w

h
ile

, 
w

h
at

 w
e 

ac
q
u
ir
e 

is
n
’t
 e

d
u
ca

ti
o
n
; 

it
’s

 d
eb

t.
  

W
e 

w
o
rk

 t
o
 m

ak
e 

m
o
n
ey

 w
e 

h
av

e 
al

re
ad

y 
sp

en
t,

 a
n
d
 o

u
r 

fu
tu

re
 l
ab

o
r 

h
as

 

al
re

ad
y 

b
ee

n
 s

o
ld

 o
n
 t

h
e 

w
o
rs

t 
m

ar
ke

t 
ar

o
u
n
d
. 

 A
ve

ra
g
e 

st
u
d
en

t 
lo

an
 

d
eb

t 
ro

se
 2

0
 p

er
ce

n
t 

in
 t

h
e 

fi 
rs

t 
fi 
ve

 y
ea

rs
 o

f 
th

e 
tw

en
ty

-fi
 r

st
 c

en
tu

ry
—

8
0
-1

0
0
 p

er
ce

n
t 

fo
r 

st
u
d
en

ts
 o

f 
co

lo
r.

  
S
tu

d
en

t 
lo

an
 v

o
lu

m
e—

a 
fi 
g
u
re

 

in
ve

rs
el

y 
p
ro

p
o
rt

io
n
al

 t
o
 s

ta
te

 f
u
n
d
in

g
 f

o
r 

ed
u
ca

ti
o
n
—

ro
se

 b
y 

n
ea

rl
y 

8
0
0
 p

er
ce

n
t 

fr
o
m

 1
9
7
7
 t

o
 2

0
0
3
. 

 W
h
at

 o
u
r 

b
o
rr

o
w

ed
 t

u
it
io

n
 b

u
ys

 i
s 

th
e 

p
ri
vi

le
g
e 

o
f 

m
ak

in
g
 m

o
n
th

ly
 p

ay
m

en
ts

 f
o
r 

th
e 

re
st

 o
f 

o
u
r 

liv
es

. 
 W

h
at

 

w
e 

le
ar

n
 i
s 

th
e 

ch
o
re

o
g
ra

p
h
y 

o
f 

cr
ed

it
: 

yo
u
 c

an
’t
 w

al
k 

to
 c

la
ss

 w
it
h
o
u
t 

b
ei

n
g
 
o
ff
er

ed
 
an

o
th

er
 
p
ie

ce
 
o
f 

p
la

st
ic

 
ch

ar
g
in

g
 
2
0
 
p
er

ce
n
t 

in
te

re
st

.  

Y
es

te
rd

ay
’s

 fi
 n

an
ce

 m
aj

o
rs

 b
u
y 

th
ei

r 
su

m
m

er
 h

o
m

es
 w

it
h
 t

h
e 

b
le

ak
 

fu
tu

re
s 

o
f 
to

d
ay

’s
 h

u
m

an
it
ie

s 
m

aj
o
rs

. 
  

T
h
is

 i
s 

th
e 

p
ro

sp
ec

t 
fo

r 
w

h
ic

h
 w

e 
h
av

e 
b
ee

n
 p

re
p
ar

in
g
 s

in
ce

 g
ra

d
e-

sc
h
o
o
l.
  

T
h
o
se

 o
f 

u
s 

w
h
o
 c

am
e 

h
er

e 
to

 h
av

e 
o
u
r 

p
ri
vi

le
g
e 

n
o
ta

ri
ze

d
 

su
rr

en
d
er

ed
 o

u
r 

yo
u
th

 t
o
 a

 b
ar

ra
g
e 

o
f 
tu

to
rs

, 
a 

b
at

te
ry

 o
f 
p
sy

ch
o
lo

g
ic

al
 

te
st

s,
 
o
b
lig

at
o
ry

 
p
u
b
lic

 
se

rv
ic

e 
o
p
s—

th
e 

cy
n
ic

al
 
co

m
p
ila

ti
o
n
 
o
f 

h
al

f-

tr
u
th

s 
to

w
ar

d
 a

 w
el

l-
ro

u
n
d
ed

 a
p
p
lic

at
io

n
 p

ro
fi 
le

. 
 N

o
 w

o
n
d
er

 w
e 

se
t 

ab
o
u
t 

d
es

tr
o
yi

n
g
 o

u
rs

el
ve

s 
th

e 
se

co
n
d
 w

e 
es

ca
p
e 

th
e 

ca
tt

le
 p

ro
d
 o

f 

p
ar

en
ta

l 
ad

m
o
n
it
io

n
. 

 O
n
 t

h
e 

o
th

er
 h

an
d
, 

th
o
se

 o
f 
u
s 

w
h
o
 c

am
e 

h
er

e 
to

 

tr
an

sc
en

d
 t

h
e 

ec
o
n
o
m

ic
 a

n
d
 s

o
ci

al
 d

is
ad

va
n
ta

g
es

 o
f 

o
u
r 

fa
m

ili
es

 k
n
o
w

 

th
at

 f
o
r 

ev
er

y 
o
n
e 

o
f 

u
s 

w
h
o
 “

m
ak

es
 i

t,
” 

te
n
 m

o
re

 t
ak

e 
o
u
r 

p
la

ce
—

th
at

 t
h
e 

lo
g
ic

 h
er

e 
is

 z
er

o
-s

u
m

. 
 A

n
d
 a

n
yw

ay
, 

so
ci

o
ec

o
n
o
m

ic
 s

ta
tu

s 

re
m

ai
n
s 

th
e 

b
es

t 
p
re

d
ic

to
r 

o
f 

st
u
d
en

t 
ac

h
ie

ve
m

en
t.

  
T
h
o
se

 o
f 

u
s 

th
e 

d
em

o
g
ra

p
h
ic

s 
ca

ll 
“i

m
m

ig
ra

n
ts

,”
 
“m

in
o
ri
ti
es

,”
 
an

d
 
“p

eo
p
le

 
o
f 

co
lo

r”
 

h
av

e 
b
ee

n
 t

o
ld

 t
o
 b

el
ie

ve
 i
n
 t

h
e 

ar
is

to
cr

ac
y 

o
f 

m
er

it
. 

 B
u
t 

w
e 

kn
o
w

 w
e 

ar
e 

h
at

ed
 n

o
t 

d
es

p
it
e 

o
u
r 

ac
h
ie

ve
m

en
ts

, 
b
u
t 

p
re

ci
se

ly
 b

ec
au

se
 o

f 
th

em
.  
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d
 w

e 
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w

 t
h
at

 t
h
e 
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u
it
s 

th
ro

u
g
h
 w

h
ic

h
 w

e 
m

ig
h
t 

fr
ee

 o
u
rs

el
ve

s 

fr
o
m

 t
h
e 

vi
o
le

n
ce

 o
f 
o
u
r 

o
ri
g
in

s 
o
n
ly

 r
ep

ro
d
u
ce

 t
h
e 

m
is

er
y 

o
f 
th

e 
p
as

t 
in

 

th
e 

p
re

se
n
t 

fo
r 

o
th

er
s,

 e
ls

ew
h
er

e.
 

If
 t

h
e 

u
n
iv

er
si

ty
 t

ea
ch

es
 u

s 
p
ri
m

ar
ily

 h
o
w

 t
o
 b

e 
in

 d
eb

t,
 h

o
w

 t
o
 w

as
te

 

o
u
r 

la
b
o
r 

p
o
w

er
, 

h
o
w

 t
o
 f

al
l 
p
re

y 
to

 p
et

ty
 a

n
xi

et
ie

s,
 i
t 

th
er

eb
y 

te
ac

h
es

 

u
s 

h
o
w

 t
o
 b

e 
co

n
su

m
er

s.
  

E
d
u
ca

ti
o
n
 i

s 
a 

co
m

m
o
d
it
y 

lik
e 

ev
er

yt
h
in

g
 

el
se

 t
h
at

 w
e 

w
an

t 
w

it
h
o
u
t 

ca
ri
n
g
 f

o
r.

  
It

 i
s 

a 
th

in
g
, 

an
d
 i

t 
m

ak
es

 i
ts

 

p
u
rc

h
as

er
s 

in
to

 
th

in
g
s.

 
 
O

n
e’

s 
fu

tu
re

 
p
o
si

ti
o
n
 
in

 
th

e 
sy

st
em

, 
o
n
e’

s 

re
la

ti
o
n
 t

o
 o

th
er

s,
 i

s 
p
u
rc

h
as

ed
 fi

 r
st

 w
it
h
 m

o
n
ey

 a
n
d
 t

h
en

 w
it
h
 t

h
e 

d
em

o
n
st

ra
ti
o
n
 o

f 
o
b
ed

ie
n
ce

. 
 F

ir
st

 w
e 

p
ay

, 
th

en
 w

e 
“w

o
rk

 h
ar

d
.”

  
A
n
d
 

th
er

e 
is

 t
h
e 

sp
lit

: 
o
n
e 

is
 b

o
th

 t
h
e 

co
m

m
an

d
er

 a
n
d
 t

h
e 

co
m

m
an

d
ed

, 

co
n
su

m
er

 a
n
d
 c

o
n
su

m
ed

. 
 I

t 
is

 t
h
e 

sy
st

em
 i
ts

el
f 

w
h
ic

h
 o

n
e 

o
b
ey

s,
 t

h
e 

co
ld

 b
u
ild

in
g
s 

th
at

 e
n
fo

rc
e 

su
b
se

rv
ie

n
ce

. 
 T

h
o
se

 w
h
o
 t

ea
ch

 a
re

 t
re

at
ed

 

w
it
h
 a

ll 
th

e 
re

sp
ec

t 
o
f 

an
 a

u
to

m
at

ed
 m

es
sa

g
in

g
 s

ys
te

m
. 

 O
n
ly

 t
h
e 

lo
g
ic

 

o
f 

cu
st

o
m

er
 s

at
is

fa
ct

io
n
 o

b
ta

in
s 

h
er

e:
  

w
as

 t
h
e 

co
u
rs

e 
ea

sy
? 

 W
as

 t
h
e 

te
ac

h
er

 h
o
t?

  
C
o
u
ld

 a
n
y 

st
u
p
id

 a
ss

h
o
le

 g
et

 a
n
 A

? 
 W

h
at

’s
 t

h
e 

p
o
in

t 
o
f 

ac
q
u
ir
in

g
 k

n
o
w

le
d
g
e 

w
h
en

 i
t 

ca
n
 b

e 
ca

lle
d
 u

p
 w

it
h
 a

 f
ew

 k
ey

st
o
ke

s?
  

W
h
o
 n

ee
d
s 

m
em

o
ry

 w
h
en

 w
e 

h
av

e 
th

e 
in

te
rn

et
? 

 A
 t

ra
in

in
g
 i
n
 t

h
o
u
g
h
t?

  

Y
o
u
 c

an
’t
 b

e 
se

ri
o
u
s.

  
A
 m

o
ra

l 
p
re

p
ar

at
io

n
? 

 T
h
er

e 
ar

e 
an

ti
-d

ep
re

ss
an

ts
 

fo
r 

th
at

. 
  
  

M
ea

n
w

h
ile

 
th

e 
g
ra

d
u
at

e 
st

u
d
en

ts
, 

su
p
p
o
se

d
ly

 
th

e 
m

o
st

 
p
o
lit

ic
al

ly
 

en
lig

h
te

n
ed

 a
m

o
n
g
 u

s,
 a

re
 a

ls
o
 t

h
e 

m
o
st

 o
b
ed

ie
n
t.

  
T
h
e 

“v
o
ca

ti
o
n
” 

fo
r 

w
h
ic

h
 t

h
ey

 l
ab

o
r 

is
 n

o
th

in
g
 o

th
er

 t
h
an

 a
 f

an
ta

sy
 o

f 
fa

lli
n
g
 o

ff
 t

h
e 

g
ri
d
, 

o
r 

o
u
t 

o
f 

th
e 

la
b
o
r 

m
ar

ke
t.

  
E
ve

ry
 g

ra
d
 s

tu
d
en

t 
is

 a
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

R
o
b
in

so
n
 C

ru
so

e,
 d

re
am

in
g
 o

f 
an

 i
sl

an
d
 e

co
n
o
m

y 
su

b
tr

ac
te

d
 f

ro
m

 t
h
e 

ex
ig

en
ci

es
 o

f 
th

e 
m

ar
ke

t.
  

B
u
t 

th
is

 f
an

ta
sy

 i
s 

it
se

lf
 s

u
st

ai
n
ed

 t
h
ro

u
g
h
 

an
 u

n
re

m
it
ti
n
g
 s

u
b
m

is
si

o
n
 t

o
 t

h
e 

m
ar

ke
t.

  
T
h
er

e 
is

 n
o
 l
o
n
g
er

 t
h
e 

le
as

t 
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A
s 

th
e 

m
o
ve

m
en

t 
d
ev

el
o
p
ed

 i
t 

m
an

if
es

te
d
 a

 g
ro

w
in

g
 t

en
si

o
n
 b

et
w

ee
n
 

re
vo

lu
ti
o
n
 a

n
d
 r

ef
o
rm

. 
 I

ts
 f

o
rm

 w
as

 m
o
re

 r
ad

ic
al

 t
h
an

 i
ts

 c
o
n
te

n
t.

  

W
h
ile

 t
h
e 

rh
et

o
ri
c 

o
f 

th
e 

st
u
d
en

t 
le

ad
er

s 
fo

cu
se

d
 m

er
el

y 
o
n
 a

 r
et

u
rn

 t
o
 

th
e 

st
at

u
s 

q
u
o
, 
th

e 
ac

ti
o
n
s 

o
f 
th

e 
yo

u
th

 –
 t

h
e 

ri
o
ts

, 
th

e 
ca

rs
 o

ve
rt

u
rn

ed
 

an
d
 s

et
 o

n
 fi

 r
e,

 t
h
e 

b
lo

ck
ad

es
 o

f 
ro

ad
s 

an
d
 r

ai
lw

ay
s,

 a
n
d
 t

h
e 

w
av

es
 o

f 

o
cc

u
p
at

io
n
s 

th
at

 s
h
u
t 

d
o
w

n
 h

ig
h
 s

ch
o
o
ls

 a
n
d
 u

n
iv

er
si

ti
es

 -
 a

n
n
o
u
n
ce

d
 

th
e 

ex
te

n
t 

o
f 

th
e 

n
ew

 g
en

er
at

io
n
’s

 d
is

ill
u
si

o
n
m

en
t 

an
d
 r

ag
e.

  
D

es
p
it
e 

al
l 

o
f 

th
is

, 
h
o
w

ev
er

, 
th

e 
m

o
ve

m
en

t 
q
u
ic

kl
y 

d
is

in
te

g
ra

te
d
 
w

h
en

 
th

e 

C
PE

 l
aw

 w
as

 e
ve

n
tu

al
ly

 d
ro

p
p
ed

. 
 W

h
ile

 t
h
e 

m
o
st

 r
ad

ic
al

 s
eg

m
en

t 
o
f 

th
e 

m
o
ve

m
en

t 
so

u
g
h
t 

to
 e

xp
an

d
 t

h
e 

re
b
el

lio
n
 i

n
to

 a
 g

en
er

al
 r

ev
o
lt
 

ag
ai

n
st

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

, 
th

ey
 c

o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

se
cu

re
 s

ig
n
ifi 

ca
n
t 

su
p
p
o
rt

 a
n
d
 t

h
e 

d
em

o
n
st

ra
ti
o
n
s,

 o
cc

u
p
at

io
n
s,

 a
n
d
 b

lo
ck

ad
es

 d
w

in
d
le

d
 a

n
d
 s

o
o
n
 d

ie
d
.  

U
lt
im

at
el

y 
th

e 
m

o
ve

m
en

t 
w

as
 u

n
ab

le
 t

o
 t

ra
n
sc

en
d
 t

h
e 

lim
it
at

io
n
s 

o
f 

re
fo

rm
is

m
.

T
h
e 

G
re

ek
 u

p
ri
si

n
g
 o

f 
D

ec
em

b
er

 2
0
0
8
 b

ro
ke

 t
h
ro

u
g
h
 m

an
y 

o
f 

th
es

e 

lim
it
at

io
n
s 

an
d
 m

ar
ke

d
 t

h
e 

b
eg

in
n
in

g
 o

f 
a 

n
ew

 c
yc

le
 o

f 
cl

as
s 

st
ru

g
g
le

.  

In
it
ia

te
d
 b

y 
st

u
d
en

ts
 i

n
 r

es
p
o
n
se

 t
o
 t

h
e 

m
u
rd

er
 o

f 
an

 A
th

en
s 

yo
u
th

 

b
y 

p
o
lic

e,
 
th

e 
u
p
ri
si

n
g
 
co

n
si

st
ed

 
o
f 

w
ee

ks
 
o
f 

ri
o
ti
n
g
, 

lo
o
ti
n
g
, 

an
d
 

o
cc

u
p
at

io
n
s 

o
f 
u
n
iv

er
si

ti
es

, 
u
n
io

n
 o

ffi
 c

es
, 
an

d
 t
el

ev
is

io
n
 s

ta
ti
o
n
s.

  
E
n
ti
re

 

fi 
n
an

ci
al

 a
n
d
 s

h
o
p
p
in

g
 d

is
tr

ic
ts

 b
u
rn

ed
, 

an
d
 w

h
at

 t
h
e 

m
o
ve

m
en

t 
la

ck
ed

 

in
 n

u
m

b
er

s 
it
 m

ad
e 

u
p
 in

 it
s 

g
eo

g
ra

p
h
ic

al
 b

re
ad

th
, 
sp

re
ad

in
g
 f
ro

m
 c

it
y 

to
 

ci
ty

 t
o
 e

n
co

m
p
as

s 
th

e 
w

h
o
le

 o
f 

G
re

ec
e.

  
A
s 

in
 F

ra
n
ce

 i
t 

w
as

 a
n
 u

p
ri
si

n
g
 

o
f 

yo
u
th

, 
fo

r 
w

h
o
m

 t
h
e 

ec
o
n
o
m

ic
 c

ri
si

s 
re

p
re

se
n
te

d
 a

 t
o
ta

l 
n
eg

at
io

n
 o

f 

th
e 

fu
tu

re
. 

 S
tu

d
en

ts
, 

p
re

ca
ri
o
u
s 

w
o
rk

er
s,

 a
n
d
 i

m
m

ig
ra

n
ts

 w
er

e 
th

e 

p
ro

ta
g
o
n
is

ts
, 

an
d
 t

h
ey

 w
er

e 
ab

le
 t

o
 a

ch
ie

ve
 a

 l
ev

el
 o

f 
u
n
it
y 

th
at

 f
ar

 

su
rp

as
se

d
 t

h
e 

fr
ag

ile
 s

o
lid

ar
it
ie

s 
o
f 

th
e 

an
ti
-C

PE
 m

o
ve

m
en

t.
 

Ju
st

 a
s 

si
g
n
ifi 

ca
n
tl
y,

 t
h
ey

 m
ad

e 
al

m
o
st

 n
o
 d

em
an

d
s.

  
W

h
ile

 o
f 

co
u
rs

e 

so
m

e 
d
em

o
n
st

ra
to

rs
 s

o
u
g
h
t 

to
 r

ef
o
rm

 t
h
e 

p
o
lic

e 
sy

st
em

 o
r 

to
 c

ri
ti
q
u
e 
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n
ei

g
h
b
o
rh

o
o
d
s,

 a
n
d
 s

lu
m

s.
  

A
ll 

o
f 

o
u
r 

fu
tu

re
s 

ar
e 

lin
ke

d
, 

an
d
 s

o
 o

u
r 

m
o
ve

m
en

t 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

to
 j

o
in

 w
it
h
 t

h
es

e 
o
th

er
s,

 b
re

ec
h
in

g
 t

h
e 

w
al

ls
 o

f 

th
e 

u
n
iv

er
si

ty
 c

o
m

p
o
u
n
d
s 

an
d
 s

p
ill

in
g
 i
n
to

 t
h
e 

st
re

et
s.

  
In

 r
ec

en
t 

w
ee

ks
 

B
ay

 A
re

a 
p
u
b
lic

 s
ch

o
o
l 

te
ac

h
er

s,
 B

A
R
T
 e

m
p
lo

ye
es

, 
an

d
 u

n
em

p
lo

ye
d
 

h
av

e 
th

re
at

en
ed

 d
em

o
n
st

ra
ti
o
n
s 

an
d
 s

tr
ik

es
. 
 E

ac
h
 o

f 
th

es
e 

m
o
ve

m
en

ts
 

re
sp

o
n
d
s 

to
 a

 d
if
fe

re
n
t 

fa
ce

t 
o
f 

ca
p
it
al

is
m

’s
 r

ei
n
vi

g
o
ra

te
d
 a

tt
ac

k 
o
n
 t

h
e 

w
o
rk

in
g
 c

la
ss

 i
n
 a

 m
o
m

en
t 

o
f 

cr
is

is
. 

 V
ie

w
ed

 s
ep

ar
at

el
y,

 e
ac

h
 a

p
p
ea

rs
 

sm
al

l,
 n

ea
r-

si
g
h
te

d
, 
w

it
h
o
u
t 
h
o
p
e 

o
f 
su

cc
es

s.
  T

ak
en

 t
o
g
et

h
er

, 
h
o
w

ev
er

, 

th
ey

 s
u
g
g
es

t 
th

e 
p
o
ss

ib
ili

ty
 o

f 
w

id
es

p
re

ad
 r

ef
u
sa

l 
an

d
 r

es
is

ta
n
ce

. 
 O

u
r 

ta
sk

 i
s 

to
 m

ak
e 

p
la

in
 t

h
e 

co
m

m
o
n
 c

o
n
d
it
io

n
s 

th
at

, 
lik

e 
a 

h
id

d
en

 w
at

er
 

ta
b
le

, 
fe

ed
 e

ac
h
 s

tr
u
g
g
le

. 

W
e 

h
av

e 
se

en
 t

h
is

 k
in

d
 o

f 
u
p
su

rg
e 

in
 t

h
e 

re
ce

n
t 

p
as

t,
 a

 r
eb

el
lio

n
 t

h
at

 

st
ar

ts
 i
n
 t

h
e 

cl
as

sr
o
o
m

s 
an

d
 r

ad
ia

te
s 

o
u
tw

ar
d
 t

o
 e

n
co

m
p
as

s 
th

e 
w

h
o
le

 

o
f 

so
ci

et
y.

 
Ju

st
 
tw

o
 
ye

ar
s 

ag
o
 
th

e 
an

ti
-C

PE
 
m

o
ve

m
en

t 
in

 
Fr

an
ce

, 

co
m

b
at

in
g
 a

 n
ew

 l
aw

 t
h
at

 e
n
ab

le
d
 e

m
p
lo

ye
rs

 t
o
 fi

 r
e 

yo
u
n
g
 w

o
rk

er
s 

w
it
h
o
u
t 

ca
u
se

, 
b
ro

u
g
h
t 

h
u
g
e 

n
u
m

b
er

s 
in

to
 t

h
e 

st
re

et
s.

  
H

ig
h
 s

ch
o
o
l a

n
d
 

u
n
iv

er
si

ty
 s

tu
d
en

ts
, 

te
ac

h
er

s,
 p

ar
en

ts
, 

ra
n
k 

an
d
 fi

 le
 u

n
io

n
 m

em
b
er

s,
 

an
d
 u

n
em

p
lo

ye
d
 y

o
u
th

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

b
an

lie
u
es

 f
o
u
n
d
 t

h
em

se
lv

es
 t

o
g
et

h
er

 

o
n
 t

h
e 

sa
m

e 
si

d
e 

o
f 

th
e 

b
ar

ri
ca

d
es

. 
 (

T
h
is

 s
o
lid

ar
it
y 

w
as

 o
ft

en
 f

ra
g
ile

, 

h
o
w

ev
er

. 
 T

h
e 

ri
o
ts

 o
f 

im
m

ig
ra

n
t 

yo
u
th

 i
n
 t

h
e 

su
b
u
rb
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 c
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b
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h
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p
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b
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ra
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. 
 T

h
ey

 t
o
o
k 

to
 t

h
e 

st
re

et
s 

as
 w

o
rk

er
s,

 p
ro

te
st

in
g
 t
h
ei

r 
p
re

ca
ri
o
u
s 

fu
tu

re
s.

  T
h
ei

r 
p
o
si

ti
o
n
 t
o
re

 d
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h
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h
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 t
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 p
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p
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 c
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 c
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b
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 m
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b
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 c
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b
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b
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 p
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b
y 

so
m

eb
o
d
y 

so
m

ew
h
er

e,
 s

o
m

e 

n
o
t-

m
e,

 n
o
t-

h
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l 
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rs
 i
s 

g
o
o
d
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d
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ll 
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at
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 t
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e 
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h
e 
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f 
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m

 t
h
e 

co
m

m
an

d
in

g
 h

ei
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e 

st
ar

 

p
ro

fe
ss

o
rs

 t
o
 t

h
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p
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b
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b
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 p
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 d
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 c
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b
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 b
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 l
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b
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h
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 c
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h
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 p
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p
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 p
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w
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 p
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 c
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 c
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 b
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b
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 t
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 b
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 c
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 r
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 d
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 d
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 c
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h
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f 
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h
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b
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h
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 o
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w
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d
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 l
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 p
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 c
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an
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n
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an
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 c
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w
ill
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 t
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o
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s 
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o
b
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u
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al
 

u
n
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er
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, 

w
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e 
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to
 

b
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u
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 m
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 c
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 t
h
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 c
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 d
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b
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 d
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 d
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 b
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 c
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b
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 c
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w
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 p
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h
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h
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 c
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 c
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b
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 f
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 b
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 c
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