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W e lcom e  to Am e rica: Im m igration in th e  
Baltim ore -W as h ington Corridor

Joh n Parson
Th e re  are  m any “facts” 

curre ntly be ing circulate d about ille gal 
im m igrants , particularly from  th e  cons e rvative  
groups  lik e  H e lp Save  Virginia and H e lp Save  
M aryland. Suppos e dly, pe r th e ir “e xpe rts ,” 
ille gal im m igrants  drain our e conom y, m ooch  
off of our s ys te m , burde n our s ch ools  and 
com m unitie s , rais e  our crim e  rate s , low e r our 
h ous ing value s , and ge ne rally rape  and de file  
our good old h om e  grow n Am e rican culture . 
Th e y w ould h ave  you be lie ve  th at ille gal 
im m igration is  th e  k e y is s ue  in our country, 
and th at “ille gals” are  a plague  to our s ocie ty 
th at m us t be  re m ove d.

Th e y point to s olutions  
lik e  287(g), a law  th at allow s  Im m igrations  and 
Cus tom s  Enforce m e nt (ICE), a fe de ral age ncy 
th at re place d th e  INS, to train s tate  and local 
police  to act as  im m igration officials , arre s ting 
and de taining ille gal im m igrants . Th e y als o 
s ugge s t th e  banning of all s ocial s e rvice s  to 
th os e  w h o cannot prove  le gal re s ide ncy.  Th e y 
s ugge s t any pe rs on s us pe cte d of be ing an 
ille gal im m igrant to h ave  a full back ground 
ch e ck  pe rform e d by local police , and h ave  
th e m  de taine d if ille gal s tatus  is  ve rifie d. 
Ultim ate ly, th e y w ant e ve ry s ingle  borde r 
clos e d, and e ve ry undocum e nte d w ork e r 
de porte d.

Th e s e  ram blings  h ave  
gaine d a lot of s tre ngth  as  of late , particularly 
in th e  countie s  of Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince  
W illiam  of North e rn Virginia. Loudoun and 
Prince  W illiam  h ave  alre ady pas s e d m e as ure s  
banning s ocial s e rvice s  to anyone  w h o is  of 
ille gal s tatus , and Prince  W illiam  County h as  
e nacte d 287(g), and re q uire d police  to 
pe rform  back ground ch e ck s  on anybody of 
"re as onable  s us picion" of be ing 
undocum e nte d. It e ve n allow e d re s ide nts  to 
s ue  th e  county for any public de partm e nt th e y 
th ough t provide d s e rvice s  to ille gal 
im m igrants . Prince  W illiam ’s  re s olution h as  
re ce ive d m uch  controve rs y from  not only th e  
H is panic im m igrant com m unity, but from  th e  
Virginia w ork ing clas s  in ge ne ral, w ith  as  m uch  
as  10,000 pe ople  turning out at a tim e  to 
conte s t th e  re s olution, caus ing m any 
s tipulations  to be  re m ove d, m os t notably th at 
re s ide nts  could no longe r s ue , and th at 

back ground ch e ck s  w ould be  lim ite d to crim e s , 
(alth ough  e ve n routine  traffic s tops  in Prince  
W illiam  s till tak e  3-4 h ours  as  re cords  are  
ch e ck e d).  

Th e  tow n of H e rndon in 
Fairfax County h as  long be e n a h e ate d s ite  of 
im m igration de bate , w ith  arm e d M inute m e n 
s h ow ing up on th e  s tre e ts  to confront day 
labore rs  jus t trying to e arn a day’s  pay.  Sh ortly 
th e re afte r, th e  tow n pas s e d a re s olution 
banning s tre e t s ide  s olicitation, including 
look ing for jobs , and s e t up a day labore rs  
ce nte r, w h ich  w as  again th e  s ite  of 
confrontational prote s ts . In th e  las t fe w  
m onth s , th e  ce nte r w as  clos e d dow n and th e  
ruling ove rturne d, and th e  figh t h as  again 
re turne d to th e  s tre e ts  of H e rndon.

But do all th e s e  anti-
ille gal im m igrant groups  and all th is  anti-ille gal 
im m igrant h ype  h old up to any s crutiny? Do 
udocum e nte d w ork e rs  re ally do im m e ns e  
dam age  to s ocie ty? Contrary to w h at H e lp 
Save  Virginia and H e lp Save  M aryland w ould 
lik e  you to th ink , ille gal im m igrants  do, in fact, 
pay taxe s . Eve ryth ing th e y purch as e  pays  a 
s ale s  tax. Th e  Social Se curity Adm inis tration 
h as  a “Sus pe ns e  file ,” an account of incom e  
and prope rty taxe s  th at cannot be  m atch e d to 
a nam e  or Social Se curity num be r (in oth e r 
w ords , taxe s  paid by th e  undocum e nte d) 
grow ing rapidly. Th e s e  taxe s  h ave  be e n 
e s tim ate d at anyw h e re  from  $9 0-140 billion a 
ye ar. Im m igrants  m ak e  up a large r pe rce ntage  
of th e  w ork force  th an th e y re pre s e nt in th e  
ove rall population, 12.4% as  com pare d to 
11.5%, and w h ile  paying at le as t $9 0 billion in 
taxe s , only re ce ive  $5 billion a ye ar in be ne fits .

Do th e y re ally burde n our 
s ch ool s ys te m ? H e lp Save  Loudoun (a 
s ubs idiary group of H e lp Save  Virginia, bas e d 
in Loudoun County) w ould h ave  you be lie ve  
th at e ach  ille gal im m igrant cos ts  our s ch ool 

s ys te m s  approxim ate ly $13,000 pe r ye ar. But 
in re ality, e ve n th e ir s olution of de porting all 
ille gal im m igrants  w ould not le s s e n th at cos t. 
Re gardle s s  of individual s tude nts , s ch ool 
s ys te m s  s till re q uire  bus  trans portation 
s ys te m s , buildings , h e ating, cooling, 
ve ntilation, and e le ctrical s ys te m s  for th os e  
buildings , th at com pos e  th e  m ajority of th e  
s ch ool s ys te m  budge ts . Th e s e  cos ts  are  
inde pe nde nt of th e  num be r of s tude nts , and 
m us t be  paid re gardle s s  of h ow  m any 
s tude nts  are  pre s e nt. Eve n te ach e r cos ts  
m us t be  attribute d ove r m as s e s  of s tude nts . 
It’s  not difficult to s e e  th at th e  m ajority of th at 
cos t w ould s till e xis t w h e th e r or not an ille gal 
im m igrant is  pre s e nt, and th e  burde n th e y 
place  on th e  s ch ool s ys te m  is  arbitrary at be s t. 

Th e s e  groups  w ill 
s ugge s t th at im m igrants  drive  dow n prope rty 
value s , rais e  crim e  rate s , and ruin our 
com m unitie s . H ow e ve r, th e s e  ide as  are  
noth ing m ore  th an th e  s am e  argum e nts  
pre s e nte d agains t th e  poor and w ork ing clas s  
com m unitie s  in any city in Am e rica, e s pe cially 
are as  w h e re  w h ite s  are  in th e  m inority. It’s  a 
s ign of clas s  divis ion and pove rty, not 
im m igration s tatus .  Rath e r th an be ing a 
le gitim ate  argum e nt agains t im m igration, it is  
noth ing m ore  th an re h as h ing th e  s am e  old 
cas e  for ge ntrification. 

In countle s s  oth e r 
e xam ple s , a s im ple  look  at re ality de bunk s  th e  
anti-ille gal h ype . So-calle d “pro-e nforce m e nt” 
s tandpoints  s im ply do not h old up to s crutiny. 
W h e n th e  financial and s ocial “argum e nts” 
agains t ille gal im m igration are  cle arly 
fabricate d rh e toric, w h at could th e  re al 
age nda be ? Th e  ans w e r can be  found q uite  
s im ply w ith in th e  s tate m e nts  of th os e  be h ind 
it. Sue  Fle m ing, a m e m be r of H e lp Save  
M anas s as  (a Prince  W illiam  branch  of H e lp
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Th ous ands  of im m igrants  and w ork e rs  gath e r toge th e r in prote s t of anti-im m igrant re s olutions  pas s e d e arlie r th is  
ye ar in Prince  W illiam  County, Virginia



Boycott th e  City Ce nte r Sh e raton
Flint Sparc

In 2005, th e  Om ni H ote l 
in Baltim ore  w as  bough t up by Bill Yung th e  
III's  e xpanding Colum bia-Sus s e x e m pire  of 
s ixty-s e ve n h ote ls  and fourte e n cas inos . 
Re branding it th e  City Ce nte r Sh e raton, Yung 
h ad th e  h ote l re furbis h e d but th e re  w as  one  
de tail about th e  h ote l h e  couldn't ch ange . 
W h at Yung did not bargain for and now  
re fus e s  to  bargain w ith  are  th e  unioniz e d 
h ote l w ork e rs  of UNITEH ERE Local 7 and th e  
Inte rnational Union of Ope rating 
Engine e rs (IOUE).   W h e n Colum bia-Sus s e x 
bough t th e  h ote l, th e y re cogniz e d th e  union's  
Colle ctive  Bargaining Agre e m e nt, but th e  
com pany h as  s ince  trie d to re je ct th e  w ork e rs  
de m ands .

Th e  union organiz e d w ith  
w ork e rs  at th e  h ote l in th e  19 70s , and th e re  
h as  be e n a union contract at th e  prope rty for 
ove r th irty ye ars . Local 7 boas ts  200 
m e m be rs  at th e  City Ce nte r Sh e raton 
including e ve ry h ourly w ork e r in h ote l (w ith  th e  
e xce ption of th e  front de s k , be llh ops  and 
s om e  adm inis trative  aide s ).  Th e  union s e e s  
th e  Sh e raton as  it's  be ach h e ad for organiz ing 

th e  e ntire  h ote l indus try in Baltim ore .  Th is  is  
q u ite  s ignificant for th e  local e conom y, as  
h os pitality is  now  th e  s e cond large s t indus try 
in th e  city.  Incre as e d union de ns ity in indus try 
ofte n m e ans  th at th e  union is  able  to not only 
com m and be tte r w age s  and be ne fits  for th e ir 
m e m be rs h ip, but als o for w ork e rs  th rough out 
an indus try.   W h ile  w ork e rs  at th e  Sh e raton 
s till e arn m ore  th an non-union w ork e rs  in 
oth e r local h ote ls , th e  w age s  for h os pitality 
w ork e rs  in Baltim ore  are  s till m uch  low e r th an 
citie s  w h e re  UNITEH ERE h as  de ns ity lik e  in 
Ne w  York  City, Ch icago and Las  Ve gas . 

UNITEH ERE propos e d 
rais e s  of fifty ce nts  e ve ry ye ar for 2006 to 
2008; Colum bia Sus s e x re fus e d th e  offe r and 
ins te ad only paid th e  w ork e rs  a rais e  of th irty-
five  ce nts  in April of 2007.  Yung als o trie d to 
tras h  th e  union's  h e alth  plan and incre as e  th e  
cos t to w ork e rs  to m ak e  it unfe as ible , but th e  
union w as  able  to figh t off th at atte m pt 
th rough  th e  National Labor Re lations  Board 
s uit, ironically forcing th e  com pany to pay a 
large r s h are  of th e  h e alth  care  cos ts , w h ile  
w ork e rs  continue  to pay th e  s am e  am ount. 
Colum bia Sus s e x's  atte m pts  to unilate rally 
im ple m e nt ch ange s  in conditions  h ave  s o far 

e arne d it com plaints  and violations  from  th e  
National Labor Re lations  Board, w h ich  h ave  
force d th e  com pany to re s cind it's  ch ange s .  In 
addition, th e  com pany h as  trie d to w e as e l out 
of m ak ing any contribution to e m ploye e s  
pe ns ion.  In an atte m pt to dis courage  th e  
union, Colum bia Sus s e x s toppe d due s  
ch e ck off; but UNITEH ERE continue s  th e  figh t 
e ve n if w ith  no due s  com ing from  th e ir w ork e r 
m e m be rs  at th e  h ote l.

Yung h as  trie d to rob th e  
banq ue t s e rve rs  of m ore  of th e ir gratuity.  Th e  
com pany ch arge s  21% gratuity on e ve ry 
banq ue t bill, of w h ich  th e  s e rve rs  only 
re ce ive d 75%.  In Colum bia-Sus s e x drive  to 
m axim iz e  profit, th e y've  trie d to re duce  th e  
s e rve r's  cut to 60%.  UNITEH ERE h as  
s ucce s s fully fough t at locations  to w in 100% 
of gratuity for th e  w ork e rs . Th is  is  one  of th e  
driving re as ons  be h ind th e  banq ue t s e rve rs  
s upporting a boycott of th e ir ow n h ote l, and 
th us  th e ir pote ntial gratuity.  Th e y are  w illing 
to m ak e  s acrifice s  in th e  s truggle  now , for 
bigge r payouts  in th e  future . 

It's  not jus t th e  w age s , 
it's  th e  w ork ing conditions  as  w e ll.  Th e  ove r
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Le th al Labor: Me e t th e  Tunne l Rats
Soph ie  Morgan

“W e ’re  not going to be  
pus h e d around anym ore .” Joh n Th aye r is  no 
longe r h olding back . But w h o can blam e  h im ? 
Afte r 22 ye ars  as  th e  s upe rvis or of th e  Capitol 
Pow e r Plant Tunne l Cre w , a s ubs idiary of Th e  
Arch ite ct of th e  Capitol, h e  h as  h e lpe d k e e p 
th os e  in cus h y s e ats  in th e  D is trict of 
Colum bia com fortable  in both  h ot and cold 
w e ath e r. Th aye r is  a part of a group of 10 m e n 
w h o patrol five  m ile s  of unde rground utility 
tunne ls  th at s upply h e ating and cooling to 
m any of th e  com ple xe s  on Capitol H ill, 
including all of Congre s s  and 20 oth e r fe de ral 
office  buildings . H ow e ve r, do not le t th e  ide a of 
w ork ing unde r Capitol H ill de rail your th ough ts  
from  th e  cold, h ard truth  th at th e  Tunne l Cre w , 
aptly nick nam e d th e  “Tunne l Rats ,” w ork  in 
unforgiving conditions ; te m pe rature s  ofte n 
e xce e d 160-de gre e s , im m e ns e  ch unk s  of 
concre te  plum m e t from  th e  ce iling, and th e  
pe rilous  pas s age s  are  e ngulfe d in w e lding 
fum e s , pulve riz e d as be s tos , and concre te  
dus t. Th e  s h afts  are  s o out of control, th e  
Capitol Police  re fus e  to ve nture  into th e m  out 
of conce rn for th e  s afe ty of th e ir dogs . Th e  fire  
de partm e nt w ill not atte m pt an e m e rge ncy 
re s cue  as  th e re  is  a lack  of com m unication 
s ys te m  and, due  to th e  e xtre m e ly cram pe d 
conditions , acce s s  is  e xtre m e ly lim ite d. But 
th at is  m e re ly th e  tip of th e  ice be rg.

M ore  th an one  ye ar ago, 
th e  Tunne l Rats  w e re  pre s e nte d w ith  a bit of 
truly h orrifying inform ation: Th e  Arch ite ct of 
th e  Capitol h ad be e n purpos e ly m is le ading 
th e m  for ye ars  about th e  dange rous  le ve ls  of 
as be s tos  e xpos ure  in th e  pas s age s . W h ile  th e  
com pany k ne w , th e y ne ve r both e re d to inform  
th e ir w ork e rs  th at th e  conce ntration of 
airborne  as be s tos  w e re  e xtre m e ly toxic - 30 to 
40 tim e s  th e  le gal lim it. Afte r Th aye r and h is  
cre w  cam e  about th is  te rrifying ne w s , th e y 
de m ande d to look  at th e ir ye arly ph ys ical 
re cords  only to find out e xactly h ow  appalling 
th e  s ituation w as . At age  33, Th aye r’s  lungs  
h ad be e n s o s e ve re ly dam age d, it look e d as  if 
th e y be longe d in th e  body of a 118 ye ar old. 

H ow e ve r, no one  e ve r told any of th e  Rats  th is  
inform ation; on th e  contrary, e ach  w ork e r w as  
give n an annual ph ys ical and an annual pas s , 
cle aring th e m  for anoth e r ye ar of le th al labor. 
Eve n m ore  de s picable  is  th e  fact th at e ve ry 
one  of th e  cre w  m e m be rs  brough t h om e  th os e  
toxic le ve ls  of as be s tos  in th e ir cloth ing, 
pos ing s e ve re  ris k s  for th e ir fam ily and 
ch ildre n. In re s pons e , th e  Rats  de cide d to 
s e e k  s om e  ans w e rs  for th e m s e lve s . Afte r 
trave ling to De troit at th e ir ow n e xpe ns e  to be  
e xam ine d by Dr. M ich ae l H arbut, a nationally-
re now ne d e xpe rt at th e  Karm anos  Cance r 
Ins titute , th e  ne w s  w as  e ve n w ors e : All te n of 
th e  w ork e rs  are  s ick  as  a dire ct re s ult of th e  
daily e xpos ure  to as be s tos . Se ve n of th e  te n 
h ave  as be s tos is , a ch ronic lung dis e as e  
as s ociate d w ith  as be s tos  e xpos ure . Each  are  
at a dange rous ly h igh  ris k  for de ve loping lung 
cance r or w ors e , m e s oth e liom ia, a h igh ly 
uncom m on form  of lung cance r th at is  re late d 
s ole ly to e xpos ure . From  s im ply going to w ork  
and doing th e ir jobs , th e  w ork e rs  h ave  caugh t 
s om e th ing th at w ill inde finite ly s h orte n e ach  of 
th e ir live s . 

Ins te ad of re ce iving 
prais e  for th e ir dilige nt w ork  and tole rating th e  
unbe arable  circum s tance s  th e y are  force d to 
labor in, th e  Tunne l Rats  h ave  face d re taliation 
for blow ing th e  w h is tle  on th e  Arch ite ct of th e  
Capitol and h ave  tak e n th e ir cas e  to th e  
fe de ral courts  as  w e ll as  Congre s s . It is  a 
trage dy th at h ard w ork ing pe ople  h ave  th e  
ne e d to s e e k  court as s is tance  for 
com pe ns ation for injurie s  and to de fe nd th e ir 
righ ts  to s pe ak  out for a s afe  w ork place . Th e  
cre w  h as  face d h aras s m e nt and th re ats  for 
ale rting Congre s s  and th e  court s ys te m  to th e  
life -th re ate ning le ve ls  of as be s tos  and oth e r 
h azards  th e y h ave  face d w h ile  w ork ing in th e  
tunne ls . 

Th e  Arch ite ct of th e  
Capitol continue  to m is re pre s e nt w ork ing 
conditions  in th e  tunne ls . Th e y h ave  h ire d 
private  contractors  to s w e e p th e  is s ue  unde r 
th e  rug by us ing s uch  dis gus ting tactics  as  
trying to rid as be s tos  th rough  th e  us e  of a 
pow e r w as h e r in s om e  of th e  pas s age s  as  w e ll 

as  oth e r m e th ods  th at are  in blatant violation 
of OSH A re gulations . Th e s e  contractors  s h ow  
abs olute  dis re gard for public h e alth  by 
allow ing as be s tos  to be  re le as e d into th e  air 
th rough  grate s  in s ide w alk s  and s tre e ts  along 
Capitol H ill. As  re ce ntly as  a fe w  m onth s  ago, 
cre w  m e m be rs ’ pe rs onal m onitoring de vice s  
s h ow e d le ve ls  of airborne  as be s tos  th at w e re  
m ore  th an s ix tim e s  th e  allow able  e xpos ure  in 
th e  tunne ls . One  can only im agine  w h at is  in 
th e  lungs  of th e  ave rage  citiz e n of th e  D is trict 
of Colum bia.

Afte r m ore  th an a ye ar of 
de le gation, an out-of-court s e ttle m e nt h as  
be e n re ach e d by th e  Tunne l Rats  and Th e  
Arch ite ct of th e  Capitol, th e  te rm s  of w h ich  are  
confide ntial. H ow e ve r, th e  agre e m e nt cove rs  
only th e  w ork e rs ’ w h is tle  blow ing claim s . It 
doe s  not addre s s  th e  s e rious  ph ys ical injurie s  
th e  cre w  h as  s uffe re d from  doz e ns  of ye ars  of 
e xpos ure  to as be s tos  and oth e r toxins . No 
m atte r th e  dollar am ount, th e re  w ill be  no 
re s olution th at w ill re pair th e  unim aginable  
dam age  done  to th e s e  w ork e rs  live s  and 
bodie s , not to m e ntion th e  pote ntial dam age  
done  to th e ir fam ilie s  and q uite  pos s ibly th e  
vas t m ajority of th e  citiz e ns  of th e  D is trict of 
Colum bia. 

Th e  h um an lung w h e n afflicte d w ith  M e s oth e liom a



Cove r s tory continue d
Save  Virginia) h as  s aid th at “If w e  turn our h e ads  and pe rm it ille gal e ntry 
into our country w ith out m ak ing any e ffort or ide ntification, w e  are  s aying 
our language , our culture , our Cons titution, our ne igh borh oods  and our 
flag are  incons e q ue ntial.” W h e n w e  re aliz e  th at th e  Cons titution its e lf 
m ak e s  no m e ntion of im m igration policy, th at option is  rule d out 
im m e diate ly. Le ft are  our language , our culture , our ne igh borh oods , and 
our flag. VA re s ide nt Ch ris  K ing claim s  h e ’s  “tire d of pre s s ing ‘1’ for 
Englis h ” on th e  ph one . So ofte n w e  h e ar outrage  be caus e  “th e y don’t 
e ve n try to le arn our language !”  w h e n, in fact, an ove rw h e lm ing m ajority 
(75%) of undocum e nte d im m igrants  le arn Englis h  w ith in a fe w  ye ars , and 
th e  de m and for clas s e s  to le arn h ave  far e xce e de d th e  s upply. 

Now  it’s  dow n to our flag, our culture , and our 
ne igh borh oods . Th e y fe e l th at fore igne rs  w ill de file  th e ir culture  and ruin 
th e ir h om e s , m uch  lik e  th e  w e alth y folk s  from  up th e  h ill s ay about th os e  
in th e  gh e tto. Th is  paints  a brand ne w  ligh t on th e  anti-ille gal cam p: 
racis m  and h atre d of th e  poor and w ork ing clas s . De s pite  Prince  W illiam ’s  
claim  th at th e ir re s olution is  not a racis t one , th e  ve ry fact th at th e y call 
for anyone  of “re as onable  s us picion” to h ave  th e ir im m igration s tatus  
ch e ck e d w ith  e ve n a s pe e ding tick e t dis plays  bigotry for all to s e e . W h at 
de fine s  “re as onable  s us picion?” Th e  fact th at countle s s  w h ite  
undocum e nte d im m igrants  live  virtually w ith out h as s le , ye t e ve n le gal 
H is panic and M iddle  Eas te rn w ork e rs  ge t h aras s e d, de m ons trate s  th e  
crite rion: s k in color and e conom ic s tatus . 

W h y e ls e  w ould a group of w e alth y, uppe r clas s  
Anglo cons e rvative s  de m and policie s  th at, in fact, w ould cre ate  and e ve n 
gre ate r tax burde n on w ork e rs ? W h y e ls e  w ould th e y allow  court cos ts  and 
police  s h ifts  to dram atically incre as e ? W h y w ould th e y be  w illing to burde n 
th e  public w ith  ne w  de te ntion ce nte rs , all of w h ich  cos t taxpaying w ork e rs  
a fortune ? Th e y don’t lik e  h e aring s om e body e ls e ’s  language  or h e lping 
th e  unde rprivile ge d. It’s  th at s im ple . 

It’s  tim e  for all of us , as  w ork e rs , to re cogniz e  th e  
plain and s im ple  truth : “ille gal” or not, w e  are  all h um an be ings , w e  all 
h ave  ne e ds , and im m igrants  face  th e  s am e  s truggle s  as  us : a bos s  w h o 
s e e k s  to e xploit us , and a w e alth y fe w  w h o s e e k  to control us . Re gardle s s  
of w h o w e  are , or w h e re  w e ’re  from , w e  are  w ork e rs . Its  tim e  to s top 
griping about im m igrants  “tak ing our jobs ,” “de s troying our language ,” or 
“de s troying our culture ,” re aliz e  s uch  vitriol is  noth ing m ore  th an a lie , and 
join w ith  th e  im m igrant com m unity in s truggle . W e  m us t re cogniz e  anti-
im m igrant policy, and anti-im m igrant lie s , do noth ing but divide  th e  
w ork ing clas s , and if w e  s e e k  any re alis tic gain, s uch  divis ions  m us t be  
e ras e d.        

Continue d from  pre vious  page
700 room s  at 101 W . Faye tte  Stre e t are  now  
be ing cle ane d by fe w e r h ous e k e e pe rs  s ince  a 
round of layoffs .  Se curity pe rs onne l h ave  als o 
be e n laid off, and e m ploye e  s e rve rs  h ave  
com plaine d incre as ingly of a lack  of h ours  and 
bad s ch e duling.  Th e  com pany is  e ngaging in a 
de libe rate  cam paign of trans itioning e m ploye e s  
w h o e xpe ct be ne fits  to contracting te m porary 
w ork e rs , on a daily and pe rm ane nt bas is .  Th e  
com pany h as  als o s ough t furth e r ch ange s  to 
s ch e duling and attack s  s e niority. 

Th e  h ous e k e e pe rs , w h os e  
s tarting pay is  $9 .50 an h our, h ave  not only h ad 
to face  a s pe e d up caus e d by s h ort s taffing but 
als o m anage rial incom pe te nce .  One  e xam ple  is  
th at cle an line ns  th at w e re  once  place d on 
e ve ry one  of th e  h ote ls  tw e nty s e ve n floors  are  
now  only available  on e ve ry oth e r floor.  Eve n 
th e n, it ofte n runs  out, w h ich  force s  th e  
h ous e k e e pe r to cart dow n to th e  bas e m e nt, 
and w ait for s h e e ts  as  s oon as  th e y com e  out of 
th e  laundry.   W h ile  Yung s aw  to th e  
re furbis h m e nt of th e  room s  th at incre as e d th e  
w e igh t of th e  be ds  h ous e k e e ping w ork s  w ith , 
th e y h ave  not upgrade d th e  laundry w h ich  
s uffe rs  from  aging e q uipm e nt.  A lack  of 
w ork ing drye rs  now  h as  s h e e ts  airing out ove r 
days  at a tim e .  M any of th e  duve t cove rs  h ave  
not be e n cle ane d in s om e  tim e . 

W ith  th e  com pany's  
unw illingne s s  to ne gotiate  w ith  th e  union and 
attack s  upon w ork ing conditions , th e  w ork e rs  of 
Sh e raton Baltim ore  City Ce nte r H ote l h ave  
vote d for a boycott of th e ir ow n h ote l, be ginning 
on Nove m be r 15th , 2007.  A m ajority of w ork e rs  

s igne d boycott s upport form s , s h ow ing th e ir 
com m itm e nt to th e  s truggle .  In addition, th e  
boycott h as  be e n e ndors e d by ove r 30 
organizations  including th e  DC and M aryland 
State  AFL-CIO, th e  Baltim ore  Council of th e  AFL-
CIO, Th e  Baltim ore  NAACP, Th e  Baltim ore  AARP, 
Black  Pride , Progre s s ive  M aryland, Cas a de  
M aryland, Th e  Baltim ore  Building and 
Cons truction Trade s  Council, National Black  
Jus tice  Coalition, and Eq uality M aryland.  Th e  
union s trate gy is  to pre s s ure  large  clie nts  of th e  
h ote l to tak e  th e ir bus ine s s  e ls e w h e re  to bring 
th e  com pany back  to th e  ne gotiating table  w ith  
th e  union.  Th e  boycott is  be ing launch e d w ith  a 
m ajor de m ons tration and pick e t line  outs ide  th e  
h ote l.

UNITEH ERE s e e s  th e  
s truggle  in Baltim ore  as  part of a m uch  large r 
cam paign th rough out th e  h os pitality indus try. 
W ith  re ve nue s  th at e xce e d $1 billion, Colum bia 
Sus s e x is  one  of th e  large s t private  h ote l 
com panie s  in th e  w orld providing m ore  th an 
27,000 room s  th rough out th e  U.S., Canada and 
th e  Caribbe an ope rating unde r s uch  brands  as  
M arriott, H ilton, 
W e s tin, Sh e raton, 
Re nais s ance  and 
Double tre e . W h ile  
th e  com pany large ly 
re fus e s  to coope rate  
w ith  unions , th rough  
it's  rapid acq uis itions  
it now  h as  th re e  
h ote ls  w ith  
UNITEH ERE 
contracts , and th e  

Baltim ore  contract is  th e  firs t to e xpire .  Th e  
com pany bough t th e  Tropicana Re s orts  and 
Cas inos  in Las  Ve gas  and Atlantic City las t ye ar, 
and contract ne gotiations  are  unde rw ay w ith  
UNITEH ERE affiliate  Culinary W ork e rs  Local 226 
and Local 54.  So far, Colum bia Sus s e x h as  
m ade  a s im ilar unacce ptable  "offe r" th e  Las  
Ve gas  Tropicana w ork e rs  to no longe r fund th e  
union h e alth , w e lfare  and pe ns ion funds . 
Lik e w is e  th e  Tropicana w ork e rs  in Atlantic City 
h ave  als o is s ue d a re port of s ub-s tandard 
conditions . Yung h as  claim e d th at h e  w ill ne ve r 
s ign a contract in Las  Ve gas .  Gre e d is  Yung's  
m otivation, h e  h as  claim e d th at if oth e r h ote ls  
can h ave  a 25% profit, h e 'll s q ue e z e  35%; to do 
th at h e  h as  to s q ue e z e  th e  w ork e rs  and bre ak  
th e ir union. 

Th e  Baltim ore  w ork e rs  of 
Local 7 are  th e  tip of th e  s pe ar not jus t for 
UNITEH ERE's  cam paigns  at Colum bia Sus s e x, 
but all Baltim ore  w ork e rs  and th e y ne e d our 
s upport.  Boycott City Ce nte r Sh e raton H ote l!



"Th e  Ins ubordinate " is  a publication of th e  Dancing Cat Anarch is t Colle ctive . 

Th e  DCAC are  w ork ing clas s  re volutionarie s  w h o ide ntify w ith  th e  
com m unis t tradition w ith in anarch is m , s e e k ing abolition of both  capitalis m  

and th e  s tate . 

Th e  DCAC are  a W as h ington D.C. bas e d s upporting colle ctive  of th e  
North e as te rn Fe de ration of Anarch is t Com m unis ts  (NEFAC).
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CO NSID ER TH IS O N ELECTIO N D A Y :
Im portant A nnounce m e nt!!!

H e lp put an e nd to fascism !

Fe bruary 22nd-24th
Crow n Plaza Dulle s Airport H ote l

H e rndon, VA

Th e  w e e k e nd of Fe bruary 22nd-24th , th e  ope nly w h ite  supre m acist ne w spape r 
"Am e rican Re ne ssaince " w ill be  h olding th e ir annual confe re nce  at th e  Crow n Plaza 

Dulle s Airport H ote l, in H e rndon, VA. Pre se nt w ill be  e ve ryth ing from  suit-and-tie  ne o-
Nazis, to th e  bone h e ad th ugs of Storm front. It is critical th at fascism  be  stoppe d in its 

track s, and th is is no e xce ption. 

Re s istance  and Solidarity, a DC-base d colle ctive  opposing racism , fascism  and th e  
crue ltie s pe rpe trate d by th e  capitalist syste m , is calling on Mid-Atlantic anti-fascists to 

join us, Saturday Fe bruary 23 at 9 am  for a day full of actions (in m any form s) to 
prote st th e  racist h ate  spoute d by th e  Am Re n National Confe re nce .  In th e  spirit of th e  
anti-fascists th at cam e  be fore  us, le t's s h ut th e se  racists dow n by any m e ans ne ce ssary.

H ave  you e ve r…   

* Fe lt ch e ate d, as  if prom is e d th at th ings  w ould 
ge t be tte r, only th e y ne ve r did?
* Fe lt uns ure  as  to w h e th e r it w ill be  diffe re nt 
th is  tim e ?
* Fe lt unable  to pick  w h ich  w arm onge ring 
paras ite  to ch oos e  from ?

W e  h ave  th e  s olution… . VOTE NOBODY! 

Vote  Nobody, Be caus e  Nobody Care s … .  

* About H e alth  Care :
Th e  US is  th e  only m ajor indus trializ e d nation in 
th e  w orld th at lack s  a unive rs al h e alth  care  
s ys te m . Las t ye ar th e  US Ce ns us  Bure au 
indicate d th at around 47 m illion Am e ricans  
(about 15.8% of th e  total population) h ad no 
h e alth  ins urance  cove rage  at s om e  point during 
2006. Th e  m ajority of th os e  unins ure d are  
w ork ing clas s , w h ils t th e re  are  furth e r 
dis paritie s  docum e nte d in m inority populations . 
Th e  W orld H e alth  Organization in 2000 
s urve ye d 19 1 nations , it rank e d th e  Unite d 
State s  h e alth  care  s ys te m  as  37th  by ove rall 
pe rform ance , 72nd by h e alth  and 1s t by cos t. 
Nobody is  w illing to e nd th e  de ath  s e nte nce  th at 
a lack  of ade q uate  h e alth  care  h olds  ove r 
m illions  of our live s , or th e  cas h  cow  th is  is  for 
th e  ins urance  com panie s .   

* About our Ch ildre n:
Ye ar on ye ar ch ild pove rty rate s  in th e  USA rank  
am ongs t th e  h igh e s t in th e  de ve lope d w orld, in 
2006, pove rty rate  for m inors  in th e  Unite d 
State s  w as  21.9 % - th e  h igh e s t ch ild pove rty 
rate  in th e  de ve lope d w orld. Nobody is  w illing to 
put an e nd to th is  s ituation.    

* About Education:
A narrow  and w e ak e ne d e ducational s ys te m , 
unde r th e  'No Ch ild Le ft Be h ind Act is  te ach ing 
our ch ildre n one  th ing, to jum p th rough  h oops , 
pre paring th e m  to be  obe die nt but uns k ille d 
w ork e rs , w h ils t als o allow ing faith  bas e d groups  
and m ilitary re cruite rs  gre ate r acce s s  to 
s ch ools . Nobody care s  th at a poor e ducation 
s ys te m  w ill le ave  a poor future  for our ch ildre n. 

* About H um an Life :
As  our troops  are  s h ippe d off to figh t and die  in 
ye t m ore  countrie s  around th e  w orld, it is  cle ar 
th at nobody value s  th e  live s  of our s e rvice  m e n 
and w om e n. Furth e rm ore , as  th e  w ars  rage  
around th e  w orld k illing m ore  and m ore  w ork ing 
clas s  m e n and w om e n, it is  cle ar th at th at 
nobody s e rious ly oppos e d th e  w ar, nor is  doing 
anyth ing to bring th e  de ath  and de s truction to 
an e nd. 

* About th e  e nvironm e nt:
As  th e  ice  caps  are  m e lting, as  s pe cie s  are  
be com ing e xtinct at an alarm ing rate , and as  
pollution continue s  to de s troy th e  ozone  laye r 
and th e  air q uality, or m ore  ge ne rally as  clim ate  
ch aos  continue s  to run am ok , nobody is  w illing 
to tak e  th e  s te ps  ne e de d to ave rt e cological 
dis as te rs .  

* About our jobs :
W ith  th e  une m ploym e nt rate  as  of Octobe r 
2007, s tanding at 4.7 pe rce nt, around 7.2 
m illion pe ople , according to gove rnm e nt figure s , 

and th e  incre as ing m anufacturing fligh t to 
ch e ap fore ign e conom ic proce s s ing z one s , 
couple d w ith  th e  re pre s s ion of th e  righ t to 
organiz e  in th e  w ork -place . Nobody care s  about 
th e  righ t to gainful and dignifie d e m ploym e nt.  

* About trans portation:
W ith  a crum bling infras tructure  w h ich  is  k illing 
us  on our w ay to w ork , w ith  crippling gas  price s  
e ating aw ay at our w age s , w ith  e ve r gre ate r 
clogge d roads , and w ith  inade q uate  cove rage  of 
public trans portation, it is  cle ar nobody care s  
about our trans portation ne e ds .    

Toge th e r, w ith  NOBODY le ading us  w e  can tak e  
back  our com m unitie s !

NOBODY w ill k e e p all prom is e s !

NOBODY w ill give  you fre e dom !

Nobody in pow e r m e ans  pow e r for e ve rybody! 

Th e  curre nt s ys te m , re gardle s s  of w h o is  in 
ch arge , is  bas e d on a m inority forcing th e ir 
de cis ions  on th e  m ajority, a s ys te m  in w h ich  a 
fe w  h old th e  pow e r and th e  w e alth .  

Th e re  is  an alte rnative , w e  be lie ve  in a s ys te m  
w h e re  pow e r in s h are d e q ually, a s ys te m  bas e d 
on re callable  de le gations , rath e r th an care e ris t 
politicians , bas e d on s h are d ow ne rs h ip, rath e r 
th an private  profit, a s ys te m  of h um an ne e d 
rath e r th an e conom ic gre e d, and m utual aid 
rath e r th an fre e  trade . Th is  s ys te m  is  k now n as : 
Anarch y.  

Sam  Be llam y




