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Blacls credc their 6rst public eppearancc on TV when thcy
turncd to violcnce. Suddcnly thcy wcre no loogcr invisiblc. For
one bricf momcot, thcy could be scen on TV' At which point,
they wcrc also scn for the 6rst time on the streets.

r r  ras Aprr l  29th 1992 in Los ADgeles cal i fo.n!a.  t r r l rcns or
people uarched and l rstened as the verdict .s oo rhe four L.a.? D
off ice.s,  accused ot  beatrng Rodney Ki t rg,  e€.e bro!<ica3t rye
lron slnr v. I ley.  sevcral  6r ler  ou!. rct€ rhc c l ty,  A eni te nrddle
ct .3s suburb,  uh.r€ ihe Fo..rbi l r ry ot .  rnn€r c i rY eorklnq cl .ss
black n.n bcinq cr i€d bY a " lury of  h i t  o$ P..B'r  t . !  vt l tual ly
elrainatecl .conf imlnE that t !o5e thal  d.ke th.  ru le.  eoold once

lhat rhe rules.re th.r€ onlY to b.  r6 iPulaced !o
th€!!-on advanlage. th. 3trin93 s.!e .gai.n b.inq Pull.d on the
puppet lhat  pals.s lor  justrc. .

^3 
th€ not qui l ty veldicts tere read out You could !€eI  tne

tenlion in the cilY begin ro build, .nd tlre !c.n. Yas 3.t for .
bat t l ,e lo rage i t r  L. ] \ '3 3t leets that .ven Hot l luood in i ts {o.s!
rovie nighchale could not l t i .g ine.  ror . l . lhouqh th.  jury had
chosen ro iEnore the brutal  v ideotaPed as3.ul t  on Rodhey Ki .E by
rhe L.a-P.D.,  they coulct  not  iqnor.  lhe uPris ihg in L.A's black
ghe*os rhrch igniLcd alhol t  iMediat . l l ,  .nd eoqld bl lz€ onvalds
for rnother 4A hours.

t  hAd l ived in Lo3 A.gel . r  for  ov€r l0 Years aid 3as l t  a3 a c i ty
div l i l .d Dot only by c la! . ,  but  to a ! ! !  gr .a l . r . : l .n i  bY race,
vi tb the ehi t .  n lnor i t t  u! ing th. i !  uc! ! !h.  Pos.r ,  and lFI i t ic . I
i.iluenc. to k.€P the bLack PoPulatlon in lr3 South C.ntlal
3€ction, th€ dl3prnic! on lhe Ea3tsid!, aDd !h€ Xor.u coMunity
.t it'. c.n!r., .nsurlng th.t rh... largely ltorking cltss
Delghloulhoods could o.Iy iuln thair frustlltions in on
thehselves,  denyj ,ng theh ths po3sibi l i t f  of  LFP.oving lheir
ttving condttions, and a! lhe lane tine keepj.ng lhetr alofn in the
gh.ttos vh€re tr|e prejudic.s they had infllct€d upon th€n could
be iqnored. Eur tbe .xplosion of ang.! t!.t had b€en gloerDg
3ioce the t l t ts upl is lngs i !  !h€ 60' !  rculd le.ve Do Pa!!  of  the
ciry untouched - even lhe palh tre€ ltne.l !t!eei! of aeverly
Hi l Is,  ehele lhe uhi tc rul , t .9 c la lse!  stay.d in th€i !  hones
pert i f ied rhar hayb€ this t r re rh€ pol ice coul ,d not do ih€l !
"di l ty rork" lor  !h€r.

I t  is  unfol tunate that  in every conf l lc t  t !  is  lomet iFes
di f f lcul !  to look b€yond che in j , t i . l  he. t  of  bat t l .  lo leperare
tho3e thai  . re indocent.  t .on !ho3e th. t  a. .  c]€. ! ly  qui l r l .  Bu:
al lhough the ! l !sc publ tc ised vicr i tn of  th6 r iots ea! a uhrte
lruck dr iver,  th€re had been nany nore black v ict iDs, ove.
count less yeals,  vhose l tor ie3 had unt i l  oou been untold.  aut
tn.se upEisrngs sere not ant!-ehrte,  onLy .nr i -ehl le .uthor iLy

At the Chicago riots of 1968, thc dcmonstrators shouted, 'The
wholc world is ratching I ' And the wholc world rvas. What they
were wetching was first-ratc TV dnme end thcy hedn't thc

But that moment passed quidly. Thc medie inage soon
shiftcd from rtel blacls - uncmployed, uneducated, hungry - to
'medie blacks' - wcll-drcsscd, profcssionally employed, collcge-
educatcd. Rcal blacks once morc b€came invisiblc.

On teevee
see the looters run
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commefcials
advertise

on teevee
on teevee
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slightest intercs in translating this into rcsporse.
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rh6 saFe aorhor i ty lhar crerted the dis.r in in. t ion and in ju3i lce
rhar rh.  b l .ck populatron hlc l  lubj .ct .d ugon !h.h on. d. i ]y
b.3i5 by tlr. pollc., th. 9oe..n6.nt, anal blascil .conoilc
srrucruling. rnd at lh. buildinqs bcaan to bqrn, and thc ahots
r lng our ln th.  n iqht,  I r  s.r  !o!  !he3. .cr !  tn l r  rh.  p.ople
sou9hc ! . t r lburtor.

A3 r.hy o! tli. blll,ot bor rarllt !a!1.! . purpose
in arterpting to chang. a lyst.n, lt only s.rv€e Lo give
just t l tc l t ion tor  thc ayrt . . r  cont inn.rce,  d. lp i re i t !  fa l lure.
And in Los Ang.I .s l t  u. !  nt  l igning .  pctr t ion or yr i r rhg to .
n€nber or congress rhar of fa.ed €v.n .  p.rr ia l  3olutron. t t  u ls
th€ in ier  c i ty v io lence intruding noc just  ooto peoples t .v !e!s
but into th€ir  very hofres.  lnd i f  rh.  r l lc is i .nd oppre3sion ras
not stopped out ot  conscienc.,  then i t  eoold be nad€ to do !o

that nlght .lthotrgh ! ,!3 r€v.rll ril.! fror Soulh Cent!.l r
could .iell t'h€ building! boming, and th. !rbt. hung lbov€ the
cily .! pollc. ca!! r.ced do!,n th! !t!eet3 lo the riot zone. On
ch. lrdlo aDd t.l.eision th.r. els cov.!ag. thloughout th. night.
Erch up.l.t. brought !n lhc!.!!. ln th. trub.r 6t l!t:€. ud lhe
area! th€ dl.turbanc.. h.d spr.ad !o. rnd Urc bodycout sls
elcrl.tlng. lhe Dotore.y ..1!r around the gh.tto3 s.r. blocked
off, and d.!pit. ltlrcmnt! !o lhc contrlry tli. potlc. h.d been
clughr coiPl.t.ly off gurnl.

lhe rert riornlng not only ea! th! lllultion not und.r control,
but in rh. dryllght thonsdd! trorc people had taken to the
et!e.ts. All ove! lhc ciry plur.! of .nola !o!. ..bose the
skyline. t! ! h..dcd lov!!tl! !h. h.art of th. dllturblnce! the
loeds rcr. Ir!. crord.d th6 u!u.!, noy buslre!!.3 h.d clo3ed
foE '.h€ d!y, rnat nany of th.i e.re clo..d p.m.n.ntly by the
flrres or lh. rcbs, On th. c!! rldlo c6e !.Do!tr of a vlrt
or : ic .  b loch f1.e buhing out of  cont lo l  on v. ;ont  Av..nd 6th
Stlee! approrir.tl.y 3 hilc! taolth of rh.r. lh. riotlng b.gan lhe

Drlvlng tovard! i! l .ootr 3ri. levcr.t polic. ard nd! h.llcopt.rs
.bov. Ne, tnal bGlos 5 or 5 ftr..ngin.! trying !o pur out rbat
u.s noe Jurt !. o! ov.r loo buildlogr tnlt e.!. noe burning or
tere tnoulal.tbg rqln.. l.boqt ! rtr..t! ilovn on !y l.ft y.r. r
dozln pollc. c!r! cordontng ot! . tup.nlrk t yhich h.d be.n
loored only ilnut.! b.for. h.nd. On th. 3''. .lde ..bout 50 or
3o p.opl6, 

'nostly 
bhck lnd hilpanlc, e.rr str!&ing b.ck out o!

rhe shattercd 91.!! door! of ! large colpohr. osneat lccord and
vld6o shop clrrring .rtllolib o! c.D's, vld.or Md trp.!. One o!
rhe fr.n.g€r! ln.iC. hld tnc Lde. of pulllng up a lign ehich !.id
''BI.ck ovn.d". and although !h1! nat h.vc b6en.nough ro !sv. lhe
building !!on further d!i.q. h.al it be.n genuhe, th! croqd !a,
It lor tlre blltcnt d.ception thlt l! r... tore ,indovs eere
sm.shed, then they roveal on r|P th. !!re.!.

A f6v hund!.d yards av.y L-A r ior  pol ic.  h.d spraad our behind
us, and qcr. fr.rching toe.rd! eh.r. e. nou v.... th. cloed used
h!! tnd run tactica. br€.tinq lnto th. lhops.r-al 5u!itr.!5.5 lting
vernont av€, l*ing i,r€ml ti€y could u!. th.rBclvca or reeell at
a l.ter date, t ran back doen th€ st!e€! to oet iw car ou! of
the eay of  th€ pol ice.  as I  pul led out into th;  op. ; ,  ther.  s€re
I gunsbols !o rI right h.nd !id€, !l!ed bI onc of rh. croud at

Al lo a!  |  consequence of  tbe Rodn€y t( ing be.t ing and of  hrs
r i lh lndl lng of  th.  1, .1.  r iot !  the cr ty ' .  chi .a o!  pol lc.  b. !  b.cn
..d. ro !r.p dorn, rn<l hir .ntir. !orc. h.v. coi. und.! 6ore
pulllc lclurinY .nd accoutrt.biLity lhrn .v.r tn.t h.ve
pr.v loul ly.  fh6 rurhor i l i . .  h.va b. .n Prerru! .d lo t . t ! r  the
fo ' r r  pol lc.  of f tc.rs.ccur.d i ,n th.  f t Ing incld.nt  ( l . rp l t .  r ,h.  nor
glr l ty v.rdlcrs,  md !h.s.nsc of  urg€ncY slrh vblch rh.y b.g.n
thi !  proce!3 cah only b.  t t ' t r lbulcd to th.  v io l .nt  r . .cr ion
lmedi!r ,e ly af t . r  th.  ln i , tLal  rcqt  l ta l .  On.n int lmat ion!L
level  the pl lght  of  l . l . 's  b lact  coMunity h. t  bccr blought to
tlr. .rr.ntiod of the .nl!!. rorld. rnd palltllly !! r !.sult or
tnl! .nd the lttenrion locu3ld upon hltr by h1r osn country 1n an
.Ieclion te.r. .v.n lh. pollibllltY of r€-.I€ctlon o! thc cullant
unit.d sr.res Pr.!ld.nt i! ln consiit€rlble dou.bt. I! 13
thporr!.t to lcri.ib.r th.l lhi! dllord.r e.! Dot Jult Oout th.
be.t ing of  !  b l lcbu. by four ehl t .  pol lc.  of l lc . r t .  ?hl !  u.s
n.r . Iv the !D.rk th. i  I1r  lhe ! i ! .  !h! !  h.d ! t r r . . t .n.d ro lanlre
:or : iverar rcars.  Eut l !  i r . I !o an.xatplr  o l  bor a la l ler
lncldent c.n groe lnd tntenlify into a unstoPprbl. n!!ioo!I. .Dd
j.nternltionll force. On. that har pul a curb on polic. por.r!,
glv.n p.opl. hop. ehe!. lh.r€ e.3 non. ba!or., .nd !.y even
toppl. . pr.rld.nt. Ihls only c!h. 6.bout b.c!u!. P.oPI. lhoe€d
lolldarltt ,ich ..ch oth.! in.t..d o! turnlng tnetr DE.! ln od
thei!.lv€s. lnd lnslead of l.lttnE !h. .uthori!t.! tnutt out lhe
lp.rts of lebelllon, thc p.opt. !!nn€d th.d !^to fltr.. rDd !n
!h€ aftEmarh o! !h. flrc th€y cre!t.d. no!. tnln Jusl a legacy
of ashee r i l l  r€m1n.



cist  . t€ner ls s i rh in j , r .  th€ s logan of  the day s.s
''ro justlce, do Face . shich .ppe.rd od hundreds of ealls .nd

- buildingr $rrouElrout ih€ city. inorhGr slogan of con!iatelarrle
,l interest s.s on. srying 'Crypts .nd Bloods tog€rher.,. the CqTts
.and th€ Bloo. ls ar€ l9o of  l . l  .  b!gE.!r  ed Dost v io lent l t ; .er

.rigangs, .!ch eitn leverll t!o'r3.nd rrmd !.rb.rs. untiJ. rhts
- poinc th.y hrd b..r reorn .ndi,e.. ht rgai,n it vlr the

re. l ls . t ion $. t  only by ui , t lng tog. th. ! ,  not  f lght ing .g. in3r
eoutc chahg. occur.  An un.fp.ct .d . I t t .nc. .  t t  v. !

Iaier conflr'.d tlra! r.ib.rr ot th... E.ng! e.r. drlvinq aloqnd
south c.Dtrll l.a tog.th.!.ol.ly elth th. purpo.€ of gun;ing for
!h. pollce, giving p.yb.ct on b.h.l! o! sodn.I xini .nd -h.ny
oth. ! r ,  Yi lh .  brd] . t ,

acro3r th. .trc.t 1106 eh.r. I v.. I doughnut lhop had b€en
brohcn lrl!6, |nd .tandlng on th. com.r . coupl. of ioung bl.rck
ren grve out lr.rhly b!k..l douEhnuc. .t no ch.rq. t'o ;...rnq
rccori.rr. lnrid. rh. ruF.nrrk.r, rh. lloor s.r ibour 3- ihch.;
deep ln q.t.! ard b.€r. I s.lted !o ... shlr vould haDDen nexr.
' 'Ev.rybodI out,  th.  pI .c.  l !  on t1! ." ,  ron.body rh; i t red.  r
e.rch.d r. . gangr€nb€r ellkrd rtong a .klcr.y pourj,ng ltghler
fluld on ! ro( of gr€.tlnE c!rd! and r.!U;q fI!. io rh.n.
wlthln I !€s !lnut.. rtlck !t.rr grlt !!tot. colplorely flIIed rhe
buj.lding. uy .y.. e.t.r.it, .d r coulal h.rd).I Lr..rh€, ur. !rck.
so derr. I coulal b.rely !.. 

-r. 
th.n . t.r ieet in lront o! n..

Fron sh.r. I e.. th.r. ,.rc .r h.!t . doz.n lhops !n.t burin.rses
enveloped ln fla!...

throuEhou! rhir .ntrre t rm t l r . le q.r .  no pol ice,  no.rbv .nd rn
.!f.cr rc Eov.mrnt ro olt€r tn. cloed .ny oppo.irron. lrct rhe
.ncirclcal l€tt.r a I h.d r.6 c.rr!.r on; eai .t t..sr for aqhil. I r.atity. lnd unlit rh. .rr.bllshront! daflnltion of
lh.t syhbol belnq ch.or .nit riol.nc., .Dng!! lhe fla!.! th.!.
rrs unlry .nd !rc.doa. rh. rtl.E.d .teploF.nt o! tro !o lour
chout.nd Natlon.I 6u!!rl trooF tn rh. city r.r .nother avth beinq
prop.g. t .d.  I  r rav. l l€d drroughout lhe .nt i r .  . re!  ! .v. ; ! r  r rh€;
or.r !h. next t.r d!y!, rnt I 6.ver r., nor. than r fd hund!€d
gulrclrhen in rotal. th. derih rotl .rtribut.d !o th. rior l.tas
,el l  ove! 60. bur uhlr  is  rot  u idet l  publ ic is.d l !  rhr !  th i3 is
.bout th. !M! nil|llb.r o! p..pla tn.t.r. tilleat or nu!d.!ed on
.ny .v.r.g€ l.a. e..kend, rod .Iio.t .lt ur. victlG rere
trinolili.!. lloy.vcr, on€ of !h. ro.t lictenlng alplcts of lhe
€ntir. .pi,rod. {r! the condsm.rion of rha rioti;c bt !,!nv of ihe
ehir€. .1dd1. c l . ! ! . !  .nd r-b.  !pp.r ls for  carF-bi  re"Lr.r  so
c.rr .d cel .brrEt.r ,  uho dc.pir ,c c l rn ing nor.  ln a lonth rh€n h.ny
PeoPr. rn tr'. th.rto .re.! Dk. tn . y..r, b€llev.d tnel eere !D
r positlon to _6.t. judg.r.nt upon . r.llrry ehtch rhay hetped
cre.ra,  

-but . .of  
gnlch rhey h.v.  no conc.pt .  But desirre rhe

erPecred h€di . .d i , ror i . ls  ! r t r i ,ng !h! t  ctvr l  d isorder eas not t t re
{ay ro grohot. ch.nge, !h.I sr€ loon b€ing forceat to .at thej,!

r I I ions of  dol l . rs are b€rng ch.nnel led into Soqrh Cenrrat  L. l
lg1 -""11| ] l * l  

deverophen nd rebuirdins,  .nd exr.nslve Jobrr . rnt^9 pro9rdnes .re Derng rnplehenred Lhrough6ur
che .Ee. .r sell !s rh! proFis. of thplovcd cduc.rion and
housi.og. lnd unl.ike betole, rh. con.equeoces of nor heeping I
pronise to th6 pcople are fE.h in che olnats of rho3o that br6ke
rhen rn lhe P.sr.

several_pol ice of f icers .bour 50 y.rds 6eay. Everyone hir  rhe
oecx, r  l ry ross the se.t  or  hy car.  lhe poirce
dov€ ro Ehe glo ' rndl ,  guns dr. !n.  there e,s t t t r l6 t ro.  co b;
afraid, !h. only thilg you can do ie lry .Dd 9€t our ot rhe lrne
of f  i !e,  th i3 l the no one 9or hir .  Moor.c l  th.  lccel€.rro.
h.6dinq back qp ah. street to get 6u! ol rug., r p.rted th. c.!
.gain lDd r.joined th. croed. the polic€ taclics e.re trot 16
.rr€3r p.opl,e ar tiar point, Eeing g!€.tly outnu!'b.r.d .n<t lfraid
i! eould provoko further re!i3t!nc., they divial.d th. cloed into
sialler groups, forctng lhei atorn sid. etr€.r! but !!itl un.lrle
to 3top thon. a squ.d car drove into one €nt.!nc. of r lnatt
shopping m.I l  being loored, t iyrng to bor peopt.  rn.  l r  sas ontv
r.conds b. !ore one of  lhe rob r .3pond.d by rh.oernq I  brrc i
rhrough i ts rudrhield.Busincas . ! r . !  but in.3.  v. !  h i t ,  i .c ludino
sone del iber.rely bulni  doun by rheir  ovners in order ro col leci
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on the rnslrance.

A fev in che cloed h.d lenglhe o!  her. l  PiPe ehlch they u3€d !o
5ha3h doors and { i .dous, .nd a!  th.  a la lh 3ysteh! cere t r1ggered
3ever. l  Fore forced oP€n th€ i ron s€cur i !Y g. te3.  A furnrtu:e
shop q.s hi t .  then a c lot 'h ing shoP, rh. .
rh. croed hov.d uF verhodt t6 s!'rlt onica alvd .nd a P.mbrckels
r.s tooted. ?.ople hcl,P.d thmtalva! to c.ier!r, v c.R t,
quir . r i  .nd vhat e;r . I ! .  !h. I  could c l r ry.  ' t lv .  losd the 9!n!"
ioneonc ctrouteo. I eltched r3 gangtn.tile.! fat oul vilh 3€verEl

'nolcuns 
and r i f l . ! .  A fee t r6n.nt !  l . ter  a vu Pul . I .d uP sl th

no l icence pl ! t .3,  .nd.  young hisp.nlc l rn outsrd. .nd loaded
about 5 o! 6 toot.d rMe3 lnto the oped door of the v.hicle, got
in n€xt to th. d!l.ver. aha drov. off.

r l l  th i !  occurred vi th in only !  short  d l ! t !nc.  of  dozenE of  arneC
Dol ice of f tcers,  .nd undoubtabl l  the! .  t . .Pons eould b€ put !o
i rs€ lat . r  th l t  n19ht a!  l !  h ld noq be.n d.c lded thl t  th.  c i ty
oould b€ pu! thder . culfr{ lron dusk tlll tlaen, once again
under l tn inq th.  f lc t  th. t  Ai . r ic !  t r  .nylhlng bul  " t -h€ labd of
rhc lr.c'rr unl!.! of cours. lou lr.PP.n.d to b. on. ol th€
pr lv l l .  g6d lw l lv ing ln l t t  e.al tnt  luburb! ,  Yh.r .  Iou could
6. .slured th. Gurf.r eoulaht b. .blorc€c rt grrnPol^t .3 It e.5
tn th.  ler !  . ! ! Iu.nt  p.r t t  of  the c i l t .  Eut derPi te l ts
lrc€ipt.al .nto.ceocnt th. cutl.e e!. ln lact d6!tb.rlE.Iy
vlol . t .d by rany ot  l , l  t  r . . Ic l .nt t  ln .  nr . l  rhoe of  r . f !$ l  to
be rold uh.n lnrl hoe rhey coutd liv. by !h.governlant, polic.,
or !.tioo.I Gu.ril,

! lelurned to rt c.r and h.ldad os.r toe.rds x€stern Ave and deeP
inro rh. !!!! t!. joEitA of !tr. blaak PoPul.ttor crlleat bore.
Elrher s lde o!  t le r t .cer,  and !o!  a ' r . !e!  s.v.r ! l  .quar.  n i l€r
alDund fre, a]6o!! every oth.. buildihg had be.n bumt o! looted.

^ 
file engin. drove past lolloead by leo pollce c!!!, I dlove

behind thrtn tnrough the trrfflc and eatch€d as th€y stfiprl
p!.!ed by a hugc .hopping c.ntle partl.l.]Y on fl!! anil being
tooted bI .l 1...t lvo huDd..d P!oP].. rnotn.r thr.. tqu..l car3
e.!. prlL.d r..!by, !h. of!lc.r! ltlid. ktoving .nY .flort to try
lnd ltofr thc cfted eoutal b. !utj.h, r..tl3lng !h. .ntile Pollce
force B.! outn!'b.!d by th. rioler! r.v.ral thourlnd io on.. the
rheory thdt t! p.opl€ unllt.d viih .!ch o$.r thcy coulil ej.t els
noe balnE v.ry tucces3lul l l  put  lDto .c l lon.  !  pul l .d lnto Ebe
parktng Iot  in t lont  of  !h.  .uP.rnarh€t.  P.6Ple ,er !  Io.dlng uP
rheir  cus ud t luck3 el th groc. ! !es.  be€r,  |nd .nything €lse
rh€y could I ly  ther.  h.nd, on, or ly j .n !h!3 lnst .nce lhere w.s
n6 checkout l lm l . f t  to {al t  ln,

I  o lde Fy ray.c loss !o th. .ntrance of  th.  !uParn. ! l . t .  t  e ls
!h. only ,hlre perlon anyvh.re in lhe iMedlite a!.a, rP!!t fro|i
rhrec puhk! h. lp ing th.ns. Ives to !ot .  ! .9.r  Instde. Bui
r l thouqh th.  . !d i .  portrayed i l  in olnY instances !s an .nt i_
Ehire !lot, I e.s reve! lhr.atehed or intinldaEd by tnyon.. on
rhe contrarl it u.3 like a r.3r slrre! p!rt], to ehich .veryone
but the pol lc.  r€.e invi tcd.

Outside. stol6 car dloee up ei th teo bhck youtns in i t .  on one
of the doors ud palnted a l ! !ge c lp l t l l  "Ar '  e i lh a c i ic le arourd
! t ,  and you can be assuled that the A dldnt stand for Aner ica!
I  d id see soie.pplrent ly.nt i -ehl t .  graf f i r i  but .q! !n I  dor l t
belreve i t ,a!  d i lected r t  the ent i r€ ehi te race. but onlv ac

Los Angeles nftAY 92
Los Riots - Los Uprising

Lost fughts - What Rights

Watts Riots - Lost Rishts

Not just America

Lost Civil Rights

Lost Human Rights

It's Global


